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The author of this thesis has endeavored to picture
as vividly as possible the status of education in China and
especially that of Christian Education. It is granted fact
among all that, the educational policy and system of a nation
determines in a large measure its future development;
especially so in regard to its specific nature. It is also \
true that the educational policy of one nation will affect the 
other nations of the world. In other words, v:hatever 
educational policy China adopts will, in a great measure, 
eventually affect conditions in America, Europe, Asia and 
the other sections of the Globe. In view of this fact, the 
author has attempted an analysis of the present system of 
Christian education in China. Constructive criticism and 
various solutions have bean given throu^out the thesis In 
hopes that the Secular and Christian educational' forces in 
China i-jai^t be lifted to a hi^er level of value and service.
It seems wise at the outset of this thesis to define 
as clearly as possible, v/hat is meant by Christian education. 
This teBw is being used to-day in a varied ntnnber of ways. In 
the judgment of the Commi.sslon of Education, the essential 
and distinctive characteristic of Christian education lies 
not in the body under whose authority it is conducted; nor In 
the ecclestical relations of the persons conducting it; nor in 
the subject matter of the curriculm, but in its spirit and 
purpose. In the strict sense the term applies to education 
Triiich is conducted In the Christian spirit and which alms to 
exemplify and Impart that spirit. It might correctly be
applied to a Sunday School or to a School of Commerce; but 
either mi^t be so conducted as not to deserve the title.
■Wien, however, we speak of Christian Education with reference 
to a general scheme or system of schools, and of the measures 
that will be necessary to conserve their Christian character, 
it becomes evident that the question of personalities and of 
control will have to be taken Into acco\mt» Only in case a 
system of schools is controlled by a body, itself composed 
of Christian men and women, can there be any guarante that 
the schools \7ill continue to be Christian. When church and 
province are united, it is possible that this conditions 
should be fig-fill ad in a system of government education. When, 
however, church and province are separate, and the officers 
of the government are selected for other qualifications than 
their religious character, thou^ it is always possi'ble that, 
by reason^-^dr the character and ideals of the teachers, a given 
school shall be essentially and vitally Christian. It is ;■ 
needless to say there is no guarantee*-dr ^rtainty that 
schools established and maintained by the government, whether 
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Chapter 1
The Present Status of Sducation in China/
A. Government Education,
1, The Development of Goveminent Education',
The present system of public education in China 
was Introduced about fifteen years ago. The Govemraent has out 
lined a complete system althou^ not able, as yet, to put it 
into effect in all sections,
China can not be said to have had any government 
schools under the old educational system. Education was left 
to private effort, but literary attainment v/as decided by the 
government through its system of competitive examination and 
was rev/ared by official recognition. When China was forced to 
join the family of nations, she discovered that, in order to 
preserve her national existence, she had to modify her system 
of education. Instead of devoting all her attention to the 
study of the classics, she is now seeking to understand the 
science, literature, art, law, and the government of Western 
coimtries.
The Revolution of 1911 was a landmark in the 
history of education in China, Soon after its organization 
the Provisional Government turned its attention to popxilar 
education. It demanded the use of textbooks in harmony with 
the spirit of republicanism. It emphasized manual v;ork, 
military and physical exercises; eliminated the classics from 
the primary school, and permitted boys and girls to study 
together in tlie same lower primary schools. It also stressed 
social education.
At the head of the modem sjretem Is the ministry 
of Education, with its Minister of Education, who. is assisted 
"by a Vice-ilinister and four Councillors. The work of the 
Ministry is divided into the Bureau of General Education, 
which has charge of kindergarten, priinary, middle, and normal 
schoolsj also school attendance, certifieatlon and appointment 
of teachers; it duties also the Bureau of Te^nical and 
Professional Education, vdiich looks after the affairs of 
colleges and universities, hl^er technical schools, and the 
sending of students abroad; and the BureauSocial Education^ 
which has charge of affairs relating to popular education, 
public lectures, libraries, museums, and exhibits. The 
Ministry of Education ;eends out inspectors to visit.the .. j 
schools of the various provinces. Each province is an 
administrative area with a Ctanmissloner of Education, .v;ho 
takes chai-ge of educational affairs. He is the agent of the 
Ministry of Education, and has a corps of assistants. Each 
province has also a number of inspectors, who visit schools 
and make reports. Each district has its board of education 
and certain of the gentry are selected to manage the 
educational affairs in cities, towns and villages.
At the base of the present system is the lower 
primary or citizen school of four years. After completing 
this course a pupil may enter a higher primary' or an 
Industrial school of the B, class, which course.'- covers three 
years, Erom the higher primaiy a pupil may go to a middle 
school, a course of four years, to an Industrial school of 
the A class, or to a normal school. Those pupils who can not
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go to a higher grade after finiahing the lower primary or 
hi^er primaiy school, suppleaentarjr courses of two years are 
provided. A pupil may go from the middle school to a 
university, which has a preparatory’ course of tv;o years and 
a collegiate course of four years, or he may go to a 
proj.essional school or a higher normal school. Hie regular 
hig}ier normal school course requires four years, v;ith one 
preparatory year. The industrial'school also requires a 
preparatory’ year, and its course covers three years.
2. Kie System of Grovornnient Jlducation. 
a. ELornentai^^ School.
Primarj^ education aims to develop a child 
mentally and physically, lay the foundation of good citizen­
ship, and enable him to make his ovm living in the world.
These aims are common to the lower and higher primary schools. 
The responsibility for establishing primaiy schools and 
kindergarten rests with the cities, towns and villages. Higher 
prirriary.- schools are established by the districts. Schools for 
defectives are manages in the same way as the primary schools.
On the whole the primary schools thorughout the, country’ are 
doing good ^7or]c*
"b. Secondary School.
The middle school aims to complete the 
general education of a child and to make him an efficient 
citizen. The provincial authorities are responsible for the 
establishment of middle schools, which are maintained hy the 
revenue of the province. At present the middle schools form 
the weakest point in the Chinese system of education.
4
Statistics collected "by tlie Shansi Educational Association 
show that seventy per cents of middle school graduates can 
not find positions in v;hich they can earn a living. Tlie 
difficulty in the middle schools is with the methods of 
instruction and the subjects tauglit. At present tlis lecture 
method is used almost exclusively and the students are 
passive. Tlie conseciuence is that they learn names and titles, 
but gain no real masters- of the subject. The recitation and 
the laboratoiy method ou^t to be introduced* 
c. Higher School,
The university aims to train men of ability 
for the service of the state. Its,preparatory department has 
three groups of courses. One is for stvidents vmo wisii to 
enter tiie school of arts, law, and comiaercej another is for 
those v;ho look forward to entering tb.e school of science; and 
the thirci is for those who inte?o-d to enter the school of 
medicine. The university, offers courses in arts, science, 
including applied science, lav/, comierce, iaediclne, and 
agriculture.
The aim of the ordinai'^^ nonaal school is to 
train elei^ientary school teachers. The higher norraal schools 
are to train teachers for the middle schools, Tiie province 
support the ordinary schools and the higlver normal scho Is ar-? 
maintained by the central government, Hormal and higiier normal 
students do not pay tifcion, but there is a trend tov/ards 
such charges.
Industrial schools aim to impart the ' 
knov/ledge and skill required in trades, cominerce, and
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agriculture. The B grade gives an elementary industrial 
education according to the needs of localities* The A grade 
gives a complete general industrial education. Tlie B grade 
schools are established by the districts, cities, towns, and 
villagesi or by bureaus of trade, com;0rce, and agriculture; 
these of the A grade are established by the province*
It is thus seen that, generally spealcing, 
the central government is responsible for higher education, 
and the provincial goveminent remaining secondary education; 
eleaentary education in the hand of district officials and 
the gentry of cities, towns, and villages*
According to available statistics the 
number of pupils in schools in China during 1923 was 4,075, 
333. This grand total is made up of 3,898,065 boys and 117, 
237 girls. The total number of schools vras 122,286. This is 
shown in the table given below.
Kind of Institution* Institution. Students*
LoY;er Primary--------------  118,852------------3,700,604*
Higher Primary----—-------- 7,862-------------- -336,358*
Middle School------- -------- 444--------- -----—69,770.
Homal School--------------- ^211----------------- 27,905.
Industrial school-----------2^166—------------81,814.
Higher ITonnal School-------- 10------------- -—-2,357.
College and Professional---94----------------- -25,373*
Total---------- ----- -....... 129,639------- -----4,294,181.
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B. Crxi'istian Education,
1. Tlie Boveloprnetit of Christian Education.
Educabional v/orlc under the auspices of 
Protestant Christianity dates fro:'i the year 1839, \7hen Dr. R. 
S, Brovm opened a school at liiacao. Christian schools were not 
established at first by professional educators; neither for 
the promotion of education for educator*s sake, but as adjunct 
and aid to evangelization. Once established, ho\7ev0r, the 
schools vindicated their right to live not only by serving 
the end for vfiich they were originally founded but by 
contributing effectively to the other ends which missionary- 
work began to set for itself. As a result they grew in 
number, size, and variety of specific character ranging 
from the kindergarten to the colleges, and even in a few cases 
undertaking post-graduate work.
The large majority of the schools were 
originally established by denominational B6ards or societies, 
and most elementai’y anci secondary sciiools are still carried 
on by these agencies. Since about the beginning of this 
century, hov^ever, partly as a result of the Boxer movement of 
1900, which, especially in North China, destroyed the school 
buildings and thus gave opyortiuilty for denominations that 
had been working apart to unite and to build better schools. 
Partly because of the developmafi t of the spirit of unity both 
in Christian lands and in China. Partly in consequence of the 
Incoming of higher educational ideals, there has been a 
decided tendency to\7ard union efforts in the field of higher 
education.
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2. Tlie System of Clirlstlan Education.
Tlie new educational movement of the 
governinentj dating from 1900, has acted as a pov/erixil 
stiiTiuluE to the raising of educational standards and the 
application of educational tests to the schools, and as a 
means to the end of attaining hij^er standards to unification 
of effort.
Tlie total figures representing the 
educational v/ork conducted "by the Christian forces of China 
are large and hear testimony to the extent and pov/er of the 
Christian movei'nent. Of the one himdred and thirty missionary 
Boards carrying on v;ork in China, practically all are doing 
educational work. The Young Man's Christian Association and 
the Young Women's Christian Association suppleiment the work 
of the other Christian organizations especially in adult 
education, education for the under-privileged classes, and 
continuation schools. In round nujahers there are 1200 foreign 
teachers in C'Vistian schools, 11,000 Chinese teachers, 150, 
000 pupils in the lower priraar;^' schools, 33,000 in higlier 
primary schools, 15|^00 in middle schools, 600 in teacher­
training schools of various grades, and 2,000 in colleges and 
professional schools; a total of approxhuately 205,000 in ■ 
Christian schools of all grades and types. Though there is 
hut one Protestant Christian commimicant in approximately 
every one thousand of the total popuplation, there is one 
pupil in a Christian school for every thirty of the recorded 
school population. This fact reflects in part a greater desire 
for education among Christians; in part a contrihution throu^
the schools to the education of non-Christians. Broadly 
speaking, one-half of the pupils in Christian schools come 
from non-Christian families.
In this table is shovm the institutions and 
students of Christian education.





Kormal School--------------- 4s—-------------- -612.
College----------------- 1$—-----------2,017.
Bible School---—---------- -100*---------------- 2,6 59,
Theological School--—---—13— -------391,
Law----------------------- -
WA I—* K/ JL, A W
School for the Blind------ ------ ------ 794,
Evan these figures are small compared witli 
those of government schools. Taken all together, government 
schools have about twenty ti-nes as many pupils as the 
Protestant Christian schools, and the preponderance of the 
figures for govoi’ninent education over those for C^'^ristian 
schools will doubtless increase rather than diminish.
The case for the Christian schools does not 
rest upon the number of such schools that have been built or
9
on the number of pupllo. Their sufficient vindication is 
found in the place vdiich their graduates are already taking 
in the life of the nation and the church; and the influence 
•which the schools themselves are exerting. Despite many 
defects which have risen and the inadequate support which 
they have received, they have sent out men and 'women who are 
to-day holding places of great importance and exerting a 
significant influence in government, in education, in 
business affairs, and in the developing life of the Christian 
church. these men and women and those who will follo'v/ them, 
in large part rests the responsihility for the . "building 
up of the church and for the permeation of industi-y, comnerce, 
and politics with those higlaer ideals which will iasure China 
a healtl']^^ national life, and give her a leading place among 
the nations. The Christian school has abundantly proved its 
ri^dT-t to live. The question as to what the course of its 
development and geaeral policy should be is discussed later 
in this thesis.
ir




The Aim, Scope, ana Organization of Christian Bducation In
China.
A. The Aim of Christian Sducation in China.
"What educational aims and ideals are 
essential to Christian evangelism in contrast with Christian 
proselytism? What ideals have been predominant under the im­
pelling power of the group-instincts? What ideals of education 
are the product of the altruistic Instincts? Western 
educational aims and ideals are undergoing searching 
criticisms and revisions. There is already, in China, a 
critical problem of adjustment hetv/een missionary and 
goveriHient educational ideals. Pressure from these two angles 
makes it Impossible for Christian educational Ideals to 
remain unchanged. The problem, as stated, opens a large field 
for study. The definition of motives should guide in the 
definition as well as choice of aims and ideals.
A clear, define aim is a necessary step in 
the process by vfhich the emotions change into ideals. This 
definition of our aim is the first step in the solution of 
the problem before us. The aim is the standard by which we 
measure our educational activities and discover whether they 
are simply producing results or are actually achieving the 
ends we desire.
The goieral aim of education is ”to enable 
individuals to continue their education" or the object and 
reward of learning Is " continued for growth". In our 
search for aims in education, we are not concerned, therefore,
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v;:lth finding an end outside of the educatiire process to which 
education is subordinate. Tlaese are considerations which 
belong to a democratic society and to the spirit of democracy 
that is gripping the Far East to-day. China is nominally a 
republic. From autocratic Japan there come very definite 
evidence of a strong democratic movement. Our objective is 
a Christian world-democracy. Our definition of aims for this 
century must have these important facts constantly in mind.
It is almost hnpossible for a man in active 
service to get at the fundamental principles of modem 
education, in its moral a;id religious bearings. There v/as no 
perspective for a sceintific definition of aims. The only 
alternative vras the choice of aims which came from outside 
the educative process. There has been a temptation, not 
always resisted, for those who have acquired some proficiency 
of method through normal training in the home-land, to force 
those methods or system, ui^odified, on the educational work 
in China. Thera seemed to be nothing else that they could do* 
The situation is changing and a general appreciation of these 
facts by critics on the one hand, and the frank acknowledge 
ment of limitations and deficiencies by those v/ho are no\7 
trying to do the v/ork, is aiding in the attainment of greater 
unity of purpose and effort. In the li^t of these facts, 
there need be no surprise nor resentinent of the claim that 
Christian education in China lacks a clear, comprehensive aim.
The way to remedy these conditions is important-- the task ’ ^
belongs to those v/ho select and train missionaries. ,
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**Tli8 extension of the Kingdom of 0od hy 
means of education, Tlie spread and Increase of the Bedaerner's 
Kingdom uijon earth". Bo these express the idea of extension 
of boundary from West to East, or do they convey the idea of 
grov/th from within? "To send "bright "beams of light and truth 
throu^out the length and breadth of the land and to prepare 
some of the picked yo\ing men of China for useful service in 
the church and state", "Furtherance of the cause of Christ 
in China; advance in education necessary to provide trained 
leaderdi ip for Christian service, provmotion of higher 
education under C^^ristian influence"^ Are not these aims 
frankly .external^ from the viewpoint of the Chinese?
The aim of Christian education is the 
development of Christian character in all who come within its 
reach; the training of youths for lives of the bluest 
usefulness; and the production of Christian scholars and of 
Christian leaders in church and state. To this end two things 
are essential: a thoroughly Christian atmosphere, and the 
highest educational efficiency in all our institutions. Wo 
firmly believe that evangelistic and educational v;ork are 
both included in the great commission, and that the success 
of evangelistic work largely depends on the efficiency of 
educational work, and that to secure such efficiency, union is
highly desirable, ^
■:
Report of the China Continuation Committ0e(1914) pp,20-25. ^
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In the definition and choice of aims some 
valuahle considerations are to he found in Professor Monroe’s 
and Professor Dewey’s chapters on "Aim in Education". In the 
process of education, we are dealing with natural Qod-glTen 
traits, instincts, and feelings. Christian education must, 
therefore, keep close to a clear tuidsrstanding of these 
natural psychic phenomena.
1. Ihe Punction of the Aim.
Tlie functions of the aim are three in ntimber:
1, It involves careful observation of the given conditions to
see wliat are the means available for reaching the end, and
to discover the hindrances in the way, 2. It suggests the
proper order of sequence in the use of means and facilitates
an economical selection and arrangement. 3. It makes choice/
of alternative possible.
Three criteria of good aims are : 1. The 
aim set up must be an outgrovrth of existing conditions, 2.
The aim mast be fexible, and able to change conditions. A good 
aim surveys the present state of sxijerience of pupils, and 
forming a tentative plan of treatmait, keeps the plan 
constantly in view and yet modifies it as conditions develop. 
It is experimental, and hence constantly grov;tng as it is 
tested in action. 3. The aim must always represent a freeing 
of activities.
2, The Character of the Aim.
The characteristics of good educational 
alms are: 1. Thev must be founded upon the intrinsic 
activities and needs of the given individual to be educated.
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They must he capable of co-operation with the activities 
of those undergoing; instruction. Until the democractic 
criterion of the intrinsic significance of every grov;ing 
eaq?erlence is recogniased, v/e shall be intellectually confused 
by the demand for adaptation to external aims. 3. They must 
not be so general or abstract that it becomes remote and 
throws us back, once more, upon teaching and learning as mere 
means of getting ready for an end disconnected from the means. 
That education is literally and all the time its own reward 
means that no alleged study or discipline is educative unless 
it Is \7orth while In its ovn immediate having. A truly 
general aim broadtos the outlook; it stimulates one to take 
more consequences into account. This means a wider and more 
flexible observation of means. The fuller one's conception 
of possible achievements, the less his present activity is 
tied dovm to a small number of alternatives*
These suggestions as to the functions, • 
criteria, and characteristics of good educational aims> 
stimulate some practical questions concerning Christian
4
education in China* To what extent have the various aims 
involved the careful observation of the conditions in China 
which advance and hinder? Ho\7 much data from such observations 
is available? Is it not true that the concern has chiefly 
been to graft 'Western educational material on the existing 
conditions rather than carefully to study these for helps 
and hindrances? Why is it that some missionaries regard the 
educational work as wasteful and unfruitful? Allowing for 
certain predispositions of mind on their part, have these
15
individuals "been entirely wrong in their criticiSBis of the 
educational work? Xs it not possihle tlaat the airjis have failed 
to suggest proper order and sequence in the use of means?
Have the selections and arrangement of subject matter, method, 
etc., been economical or have they been \7asteful? Have the 
alternatives been apparent, or have there been simply one or 
two traditional methods that have been accepted as authority 
and obediently, if not blindly, followed?
Were the aims taken by us from the West, 
an out-grov/th of the develop.nents in a nominally Christian 
civili7.ation or have t:^.ey grovm out of the conditions in 
China? There have been modifications but have they been 
sufficiently, flexible to meet the new conditions? Where 
would China be to-day, had there been only the influence of 
Christian education at work? Have our airas made our education 
experlfiental and increasingly more useful, or have they 
tended to crystallize and take on ortlaodox forms of subject 
matter, curriculas, and methods? Have they resulted in 
activities that step by stop, have been worth while to the 
pupils, or have they placed the reward of the daily activity 
far ahead in the future years imder conditions vdilch the 
majority of the pupils never can attain? To what degree is 
there actual co-operation between pupils and teachers and to 
what extent is education a process of enforced authority 
working out adult ideals? To what extent is teaching and 
learning a mere of getting teady for some general or abstract 
end? Is there a broad survey of present activities, or of 
future activities, far removed from immediate interests?
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We ma3^ not accept all of Professor Dewey’s 
requirements for effective educational aims, "but comparison 
suggests these and many other questions. It is not to our 
purpose to answer these questions directly, hut the majority’ 
of them will he answered indirectly.
It is evident that Professor Dewey is 
relucant to cominlt himself to some one final ahn which 
subordinates all others to itself. It is liable to be too 
narrov; because it only represents the emphasis on a particular 
need at a certain time. Its values tend to become artifical. 
This judgement is due to his belief that education is the 
continuous reconstruction of e^cperience and so is an end in 
itself*
It will be of adrantage to summarize the 
various aims that have been functioning in our educational 
activities in China. Professor T. H. P. Sailer has stated 
these admirably in two or three places. "Those who shape 
educational policy should therefore consider carefully upon 
which of follov/ing or yet other points aim is most to be 
concentrated: 1. evangelization; 2. training for Christian 
service; 3. leavening non-Christian vith Christian Ideals; 4. 
influencing the social institutions in China; 5. influencing 
the spirit and methods of government education; 6. preparing 
an educational system for the Chinese church to take over".
It seems almost impossible to relize all 
these aims at once. We must choose or co-ordinate them in
Chinese Recorder, September (1920), pp. 686.
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such a manner as to realize a larger end and stop conflict 
and waste. This can he done hut it v/ill call for reconstruc­
tion of our definition of Christianity and of education. In 
both, the reconstruction must follow the line of a more 
practical distinction between proeslytism and evangelism, and 
between the external spread or extension of the Kingdom and 
the inner growth of the Kingdom*
3. Three Kev/ Aims of Christian Education in China.
If the aim of Christian educatipij in China 
is successful3.y to he adjusted to the requirements of modem 
genetic and social education, it will he necessary to consider 
the interpretation of these aims in their relation to the 
growth of the Kingdom of God on the earth* What are we aiming 
to accomplish through Christian education in China? In 
answering this question, it must he remembered, first and 
always, that we are beginning our work far long in the 
developmaat of the Chinese people. We need the broad survey of 
their developmea t that will enable us to start in with the 
stage in which we find theaii, and to sustain and guide their 
natural development continuously and fruitfully.
Eirst, we must aim for the natural 
developmait of the Chinese along their own lines. There must 
he natural gro\Tth, directed hut not forced, growth avoiding 
premature as well as arrested development* This does not 
mean that v/e shall leave nature to herself. It does mean that 
we shall see God working in and through the natural instincts 
and powers, that we shall seek to understand His purpose, and 
that we shall seek to co-operate with Him intelligently,
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rather than ignore or seek to arrest His processes of natural 
grovrth* We must see that these natural growth. We must see 
that these natural powers furnish the condition of all our 
work, hut not the end* This aim calls for close attention to 
the conditions and needs of the entire human organism. We 
have known that we could not hold imheciles morally 
responsihle, hut we have been ahle to recognize only the 
extreme forms of mental defect. Unequal natural endowment 
of Individuals must he considered. The natural powers and 
instincts are God-given and are neither morally good nor 
morally evil, hut they develop into the one or the other, 
according to the use which is made of them. It Is no longer 
posslhle to maintain the utter depravity of these instincts* 
Ibsperience makes us reluctant to acknowledge with the Chinese 
classics that *' Men, at their hirth, are hy nature radically 
Good”. The evil consequences of these two extremes are 
apparent and generally recognized. Truer to fact of experience 
and a vital faith in God is the statement that "Primitive 
Impulses are of themselves neither good nor evil, hut hecome 
one or the other according to the objects for which they are 
employed. That ne^ect, suppression and premature forcing of 
some instincts at the expense of others, are responsihle for 
many avoidable Ills. But the moral is not to leave them alone 
to follow their own spontaneous development, hut to provide an 
environment which shall organize them"* This statement of 
Professor Eew^ is not here taken to refer to the purpose of 
these instincts, hut their moral nature. If we recognize them
James W. Baehford, China, an InteiTpretation pp. 534.
John Eewey, Democracy and'SducatTon pp. 154.
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as God-givsn and see how they have served to advance man 
God-v;ard, we must believe their purpose is good, Because they 
have been employed in evil conduct, men have formulated the 
theory that the instincts v/ere necessarily morally evil.
We have thus opened up the whole field of 
education that deals with physical, mental, moral, and social 
hygiene and have given it new religious and new spiritual 
significance. These natural powers not only limit the 
educational process, hut they are the agents through which
it proceeds. Mental content depends upon physical raohility--
a fact which needs particular attention in dealing with 
Chinese children. Our aim has regard for the individual 
differences of children Instead of pushihg them all through 
the same mold. It notes the origin, the appearance and 
disappearance of preferences and interests among Chinese 
children about v/hich we know practically nothing in a 
definite, comprehensive way. What we do know is derived from 
unscientific observation and not based on data gathered from 
careful tests.
The aim brings education in touch with life, 
and its object is more abundant life for the individual and 
for the race. To obtain this life, the individual and his 
endowments is the first consideration; the subject matter of d 
education is a means and not an end in itself. In making this 
choice we are working with God instead of perpetuating simply 
what men have thought about Him and His universe. We no longer 
exalt man's part as teacher in the educative process. We aim 
to give those God-given powers an environment favorable to
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their development. We may prepare groxmd and plant the seed, 
hut it is God Y/ho giveth the increase. The growth may he 
Irregxaar and unequal,hut groY/th means life and"God is life”. 
These facts do not release us from effort, hut demand more 
reverent, exact knov/ledge of the pov/ers and their development
in the individual-- of the seed and of the soil. Life in the
plant and in the animal has heen reduced to a science and 
there have heen ^vonderful results v/hen man has understood 
and worked with God*s laws. Ho is making the same thing 
poBsihle in the developmait of hunan life.
Second, v/e must aim for adequate and 
effective expression of these natural poY/ers in social 
relations. These powers develop and have significance only 
in association with other man. The principles of the "Kingdom : 
of God" call for a higher degree of social efficiency than has 
heen attained even in nominally Christian countries. The 
first condition is the recognijiion of the v/orth of the 
individual in the degree and manner of Jesus. The Individual 
finds his higher social efficiency through the utilization 
of his peculiar endowments for the generl social welfare. 
Society finds its hipest efficiency In the recognition and 
development of the peciaiar endovmients of the individxial, 
not in the suppression or the subordination of these endovmient? 
Social control becomes a matter of individual responsibility 
rather than of external authority In education and religion, 
and of autocracy or aristocracy in politics and society.
More specifically, v/e must aim to Increase 
China*s Industrial competency, not hy fixing the place of the
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individual, tut "by developing his ability to clioose and fill 
his ov/n place.Social efficiency is as much opposed to a nev/ 
Industrial authority as to the old intellectual! and social 
authority. The industrial conditions are changing rapidly.
The change from a monarchy to a democracy will place nev/ 
emphasis on economic competency. Economic conditions and 
standards must not he regarded as ends, hut as means to the 
development of a more abundant life, it will be necessary to 
prepare for adjustment to and control of this rapidly 
changing industrial environment. This fact opens the field 
of Industrial and vocational education and of practical 
economics for China, and it gives moral and religious 
significance to all that is done in the spirit and larger 
aim of the Kingdom's growth.
Our aim will give to China greater civic 
efficiency and new Ideals of citizenship. Hitherto the people 
have had no voice in the making of their laws and so have 
had no direct Interest in the enforcement of these lav/s.
Under the new regime, great responsibilities of citizenship 
have fallen upon the people vho, thougi^i somewhat prepared, are 
for the, most part unprepared. There has been much of 
intellectual theory about citizenship. There is much 
impatience among the westerners with the slowness and 
political lethargy of the Chinese officials. Their civic 
efficiency has consisted in the ability to write "eight­
legged essays" on moral. In the future, it must consist in 
ability to do things In co-operation with others.
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Third, the practical interpretations of our 
educational aim do not preclude the ciiltural ©leanent. The 
cultural element is particiilarly needed in China v/here 
attention to whatever is unique in the Individual is so 
sorely ne^ected and Y^ere so little attention has "been given 
to the development of the personality. The fuller the 
development of the individual the greater is the gain of 
society. But it must he made clear that this culture is not 
an inner perfection of the Individual which gives refinement 
and polish to a fev; and denies the same opportunity to the 
majority, if it is to come within the aim of the "growth of 
the Kingdom of God on earth", or even of a modern world- 
democracy.
The O^ii^istian democracy toward which we 
are moving must have 1. a culture free frmn social 
distinctions of a divisive nature; 2. a culture that realizes 
Itself in conscious helpfiilness to others; 3. a culture that 
ends the antagonism hetY/esn the idea of self-sacrifice and 
the idea of spiritual self-perfection and makes social 
efficiency azid personal culture synonymous. We may add 
Professor Monroe's definition of culture:"There is perhaps 
no "better definition of culture than that it is the capacity 
for constantly in range and accuracy one's perception of 
meanings."
The significance of this statement and 
interpretation of th‘^> aim of Christian education in China^ 
appears In the following opinion of a leading expert in 
religious education:
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■Social efficiency may "be taken to mean 
something merely external and personal, development or ciilture 
may hecome too subjective, but, for the Christian, the ideal 
of the Kingdom of God may be conceived so as to fulfill 
Monroe’s requirements. It stands for social welfare, external 
and internal, it indicates that the best personal development 
is to be found in service; it finds a place for the freest 
use of intelligence and investigation in dealing with its 
problems; it represents a goal that is broad and mey be 
considered as indefinitely progressive; It recognizes the 
highest possibilities of growth at every stage"#
B. The Scope of Christian Education in China*
1# The BconoTTy and the Christian Spirit of
Cooperation.
'The purpose of Christian education requires 
that it shall Include all the types of education which are 
necessary’’ for the dev^opment of a normal Christian community, 
except such as are adequately provided for by other agencies. 
Bor must the boundary line be so strictly dravm as to exclude 
educational efforts v/hich are the normal f^^xpression of the 
spirit of Christian philanthropy. On the other hand the 
principle of economy and the limited resources for Christian 
education demand that there be left to the government and 
individuals all those enten:irise6 which they can adequately 
undertake. Economy and the Christian spirit of cooperation 
require that the Christian forces shall seek whereever 
possible to cooperate with the government. This cooperation 
take several different forms. T^^ere may be instetnces in 
T. H. P. Sailer, China Educational Review, 0ctober(L921)pp.35.
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which the Christian forces enter partnership with the 
goveraiient In the conduct of a school, each contributing that 
which it is best able to contribute, and perhaps sharing the 
eocpense. Such cooperation already exists in at least one 
case, and v/e were recommending that it be put into effect, if 
found practicable, in another instance, where the Christian 
forces and the government are conducting special schools 
In the same subject side by side#
In many more cases it is practicable for the 
Christian forces to exert a moral and religious influence on 
the students of a government school, the authorities of the 
school. encouraging or at least not objecting to the under­
taking of such.work. This type of cooperation has been 
developed by the YOung Men's Christian Association and the 
Young Women's Christian Association, and Is to be commended. 
When the essential alms of Christian education can be achieved 
in either of these ways it is not expedient for the Christian 
schools to attempt to duplicate the v/ork of the government 
or to complete with it. There may be whole departments of 
education which can best be dealt with in this v/ay. We raise 
the question whether this is not true of engineering and 
applied science in general.
2, The Cooperation b©tv;een Government School and 
Christian School.
The question whether cooperation between 
Christian schools and the government may take the fom of a 
government grant toward the support of a C^^ristian school 
is one on which there is wide difference of opinion among 
Christian educators. It deserves careful study in view of
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present conditions in China and prohahle tendencies. What is 
certain is, on the one hand, that a school which accepts such 
aid shoxild loyally render the serrice in consideration of 
which the aid is granted. On the other, should not accept 
money from any source, goverament or private, under conditions 
which will, hy stipulation or implication, abridge the 
liberty of the school to offer religious, ethical, or social 
instruction, or control the character of this teaching*
What the Christian forces ou^^t to tuider 
take' in the field of education must be determined from time 
to time on the basis ©'f existing conditions. With a change 
of conditions tho decision may be reversed. Such changes of 
decision are much less likely to occur in matters that 
pertain to the heart of the Christian movement, theology and 
social science for example, than in those that lie on its 
outstrike, such as engineering and architecture*
The studies Y/hich the Commission of 
Education has made have convinced it that under existing 
conditions and probably for some time to come the Christian 
forces must conduct all grades of education from all the 
lowest to the hii^est, including the education of adults. It 
is essential to the creation of a strong Christian commxmity 
that the development of cliaracter be a matter of first 
concern from the elementary school up to the point Y;here 
education gives to the church its leader and minister* Ho 
other agency than the Christian school can at present be 
depended on to do this. Sunday schools may supplement the 
educational work of the public school, and C^^ristian
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Associations may Turing religious influence to bear upon 
students in non-Christian schools and colleges with excellent 
results. But they cannot under existing conditions meet the 
whole situation, or make the Christian school of any grade 
unnecessary.
The time may come v/hen a plan of much 
closer cooperation than is novr possible may be worked out 
under which the government will perhaps conduct, the 
elepientary schools and the Christian forces will suplement 
its work by adequate religious and moral training. There may 
be regions where this \;ill soon be possible. The church 
hov;ever, can never ignore the necessity for the religious 
element in education, and cannot now at least dispense with 
Christian elementary schools,
3, Essential Elements In the program of Education 
in Christian Schools,
What may be called the backbone of the 
Christian cor:imunity \/ill come mainly neither from the 
elementary schools nor from the university, but from the 
middle schools. Pupils v/ho do not reach this level of 
education will scarcely be prepared to be lay leaders. If 
they go beyond the middle school they will for the present 
at least largely join the professional classes. The strength 
of the church will come from the middle school. The leaders 
of the church at large, its educators and moulders of public 
opinion, v;ill come from the higher institutions, but must 
of necessity pass through the middle school. The qualified 
teachers of elementary schools will also come from school of
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this grade. It is eTrident therefore that the maintenance of 
the right kind and number of these ffldiools is the center of 
the educational problem. It is probable that no part of the 
whole task has received so little attention in proportion to 
its importance.
Under existing conditions Christian schools 
must undertake to provide occupational and professional 
education in several different lines. A normal Christian 
commtmity effective in its influence on national life, must 
include parents with Christian ideals of home life,,- preachers 
able to utter the Christian message clearly and persuasively , 
teachers of all grades, physicians, Journalists, writers, 
orators, statemen, social workers, leaders in commercial 
and industrial life. In each of these oXasses, it is necessary 
that efficiency In the specific occupation shall be 
intimately associated with Christian thinking and purpose.
Kot the man whose business and religion^ are carefully 
eegregsted in separate compartments of mind and action, but 
one who carries his Christian principles into his business, 
and his business efficien.cy into his religion. This is what 
the new China needs. Tlie achievement of this resiilt on any 
large scale requires schools v/hich combine educational 
efficiency v/ith the most intelligent consideration for the 
development of character and the relating of religion to life.
A necessary, complement to the offering of 
occupational education is the provision for vocational 
guidence. Every school, especially every middle school, should 
provide the students competent and sympathetic advice as to
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the occupation in which they can he of largest serrice, and 
as to the character and length of the course of education 
v;hich they should pursue. Education to capacity should he 
the basis of all individual advice. Every student should have 
the education that v;ill make him a larger personality and 
a more useful member of society.
Even more fundamental than vocational is 
the maintenance of the sympathetic attitude all the 
perplexities and difficulties of the student, both 
intellectual and practical. In no v^ay can the teacher nore 
effectually express his Christianity than in a sjmipathetic 
with the perplexed student. But a necessar;;,^ complement of this 
sympathy on the part of the teacher is the sense of 
intellectual freedom on his own part. Me whose own mind is 
fettered can not sympathetically emancipate another. Within 
the limits of Christianity broadly interpreted It is 
essential that the teachers in Christian schools, both lower 
and higher, shall be cordially assured of their right and 
duty to investigate, discover, and think.
Teacher should have the responsibility of 
CTJilturs of the soul. Students preparing for religious and 
social leadership must not allow their evangelistic fervor 
to v;ane v/hlle they are acquiring vocational technique.
Those personal disciplines that refine the spirit and keep the 
personal life pure, clean, and "God-in-toxicated" should 
form an integral part of the curriculttm of a school of 
applied Christianity, Music, art, literature, worship, and 
the humanities all have a place, if properly presented, in
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this con-^'iection.
In conclusion general educaoion, vocational 
fsducatlon, and Cliristian culture ara necessary for Christian 
schools in China.
C. Tlie Or":ani?.ation of Christian Education in China.
1. Tho Coojieration of all tho Nationalities and
Denominations•
Tho ‘breadth and the character of the task 
of Christian education calls for the cooperation of all the 
Christian forces of all nationalities and denominations; the
ultimate fusion of all present and future v/ork into a 
consistent educational system for China as a vdiole. It is
almost axiomatic that the certain of a strong and able 
Christian coromunlty is one task and should viewed and under­
taken as such "by the Christian forces as a unit. This does not 
mean the merging of missionar:^ societies at v;ork in China, 
nor the control of all the Boards hy a super-hoard, nor the 
abolition of denominations in Chiita. It means intelligent 
cot.meration for the achieve;;'.mit oi a tasic too large for ahy
single agency.
Such cooperation calls for organization, i.nd 
organization upon a well thought-out plan. Much thougiit has 
been given to this matter for years h;-- those v;ho have be'^:n 
engaged in educational work in China, and Inr those who have 
had a responsibility for the creation of public opinion and 
the general direction of the work of the Christian church. 
Much progress has been made. In e3<pres8ing its own conviction, 
arrived at after many conferences and much discussion, that
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the time is nov/ ripe for further progress in the same 
direction, the Coromlssion is Tbut endorsing the opinion of 
educators and adminstrators all over China. Tlie task which the 
Christian forces of Chin^ face is one. It ought to he 
conceived as one, not only as is nov; largely the case, hy the 
leaders of thou{^t and action, hut hy all who are engaged in 
any part of it. Tffliat is true of the v/hole Christian enterprise 
is preeminently tn.ie of that large part of it v/hich falls
? k ■under the head of education. But if this he true, it follows 
of necessity that each school should fill its place in the 
whole complex of educational forces v/ith the least possible 
duplication of effort and that there should he the fev/est 
possible gaps. We regret to say that we have foimd many 
instances of men and women, earnest, devoted, and self- 
sacrificing, who are losing a large part of the joy of their 
work. Their work is robbed of m'uch of its efficiency’', hy the 
failure to apprehend the purpose and goal of the whole task,^ 
a?ad the relation of their ov/n special work to that task. The 
time has come when the whole Cliristian co-minimity, Chinese 
and foregin, should face this task, and intelligently direct 
this united energies to its achievement. This demands 
education of the \7hole comraunity in reference to the task and 
organization,
2. The plans for the Puture Development of 
Christian Education in China,
The plans for the future development of 
Christian education work should he participated in by, and 
should include the educational work of:
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All the Protestant Foreign Mission Boards 
and societies operating in China, whetier their home hass is 
America, Europe, or Australia. It is especially important 
that there he a perfect understanding and close cooperation 
between the Anerican and British societies, since the large
part of the Tforh is supported hy th^m.
The Chinese church) snd Individual Chinese
who are either members of the church or in syrapath^^ with its
purpose
The Yoving Men's Christian Association and
the Young Vroraen’s Christiai Association, \'hich belonging
originally in the class of foreign mission societies, have
already heowne to a large organization of Chinese. Eroin the 
point of view either of their origin or of their present 
status, hut especially because of the latter, they should be 
Included in the general plan for Christian education in China
3, The Organization of the Interdenominational
Oiristian Education Board in China.
The governing principle of the unified
system of Christian education must be voluntary cooperation. 
There is no overhead power r&ich can legislate for all and 
compel obedience. Each missionary organization and Chinese ehh 
church body may enter into cooperation agreements by which 
they will thereafter loyally abide. The union will then be, 
not a rope of sand, but'an effective cooperative organization.
Eor the lovfer education, elementary and 
seoondarjr, the territorial unit of cooperation should be the 
province or a small group of province. The cooperative
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organization may "be called "Tl.ie Board of Christian Education**, 
It should he composed of elected representstiTes of all the 
missionary socisties doing lov;er educational TTorlc in its area 
and of the Chinese Christian ecclesiastical 'bodies. It sliould 
■be adequately financed; have large pov;er delegated to it "by 
the missions and ecclesiastical "bodies, and sliould have the 
services of at least tv/o fvill-ti?-ae executives,
Tlie functions of the Board should include:
1, The souring of minimum essentials in 
school "buildings and equipment, in curriculum; in qualifica­
tion of teachers; in -methods and results of teaching;
2. The regular supervision of schools, and 
provision for the training in service of the teachers;
3, Continuous study of the pro'blems of the 
schools and means for getting the results to the teacher;
4. Some adequate method of testing the 
results of teaching,
\7ithin the province and for the purpose of 
supervision there should he districts. Tnese districts may 
he organized on territorial or ecclesiastical lines, hut 
preferably on territorial lines when these are practicable#
The existing Provincial Education ' 
Associations should take the lead in bringing about the 
creation of the above named Christian Boards of Education#
Tlie Educational /associations should continue to hold their 
annual meetings, preferably at the same time as those of the 
Provincial Boards of Education, for purpose of conference and 
discussion of local educational problems#
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'For the corrdination of the higher education 
there should he six hi^aer educational areas, Korth China,
East China, Central China, South China, West China, and 
Mcien. In each area in which there is a group of colleges 
there should "be a higher Educational Council or Senate, 
through which the v;ork of all the colleges and universities 
shoTild he corrdinated.
lo insure cooperation "between all the areas, 
and to mould the v;hol8 body of schools and educational 
agencies into a smoothl:' vrorlcing cooperative system, the work 
of the China Christian Educational Association should he 
organised in four departments; Tlie Department of Higher 
Education, the Department of Elementaiy and Secondary 
Education, the Department of Religious Education, and the 
Department of Extension and Adult Education, each with its own 
council and secretary. The comicil of the Department of higher 
Education should he composed of representatives of the 
Christian colleges, and the council of the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary of representatives of the Provincial 
Boards of Education. The four coimcils should \iiitedly ifcrm 
the national hoard of Christian education.
Tlie specific duties of the Rational Board
should include:
1. Publication and promulgation of the plan
above outlined.
2. Efforts to induce the Provincial 
Association to take steps looking to the creation of the 
Provincial Boards of Educationj the higher educational
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institutiona to orsaJ^iz® foderatod universities in their 
several areas; and the organization of the inter-provincal 
associations*
3. The holding of conventions and 
conferences for the promotion of these plans of Christian 
education in general*
4. The dissanination of literature looking 
to the iinproveinent of Christian education.
5* The correlation of the actirlties of the 
Provincial Boards of Education, especially with respect to 
mlnmum essentials, teacher training, supervision of schools, 
provision of text-hooks, and the testing of the results of 
teaching*
The principle of this organization must "be 
voluntary cooperation. There is no overhead pov/er v/hich can 
legislate for all, or compel ohedience* Both higher and lov/er 
education should he organized in areas* Each mission, church, 
and institution should cooperate fully, according to its 
special part in the whole plan, hut should retain freedom of 
initative and action within the hoxmds of loyally to a coraji^n 
cause* ^
4* The Problem of Christian Education in China.
The study of education in any country 
inevitably involves many matters of detail, and the 
prosecution of it much organization and machinery* To this 
fact Christian education In China is no exception. But no 
attention to details of organization ought to obscure the 
significant fact that China, a great nation of four hundred
million people, is passing throu{^ an exceptionally 
interesting and significant period of its history. There is 
a great mass of men, woman, and children to whom national 
and international politics are of little moment compared with 
the affairs of their own farm, or house or Tillage, But in 
all the centers there is a surging, seething life# The nev/ 
government, the ne\7 education, the nev/ thought, the new 
Industry, claim the attention and enlist their thinking.
into the midst of this new life the 
Christian preacher and the Christian teacher, helieTing that 
they possess in their message t}ie ansvrer to China»s prohlaas 
and the solvent of her perplexities, are endevoring to make 
this message a vital force in the life of the people.
Compared with the millions of people they are a handful. 
Compared vfith the government, weak though it is, their 
resource are meagre. Compared with the schools of the 
government, their numbers are few and their student hody 
small, Hovf shall the^.^ make their influence most effective? Hov, 
shall they turn the stream of (Tnina's life into the channels . 
of power and of safety?
The study which the Commission has aade, In 
the case of some of the members extending over years, in the 
case of others a few months, has brought them to the 
conviction that Christian principles may yet become the 
controlling force in China»s life. But whether this will be 
the case will depend in no small measure upon the wisdom and 
intelligence with which Christian education is carried on in 
the next few years, and the generosity with which it is
supported "by gifts from C5iristian haaids* Evangelism is 
supremely important. But evangelism itself will fail, if there 
are not schools in which to produce evangelists v/ho, knowing 
the Christian message, can speak to their own people-—
Chinese to Chinese. If Christian education fails the growing 
stream of non-Christian education and of anti-Christian 
influence will submerge the Christian movement, or reduce it 
to a place of minor importance. The future of Christian 
education is not yet assured. say that it trembles in the 
balance is to use too strong language. There are many schools, 
well established, v;ell equiped, well staffed, that can not 
easily be destroyed. It is not yet settled v;hether Christian 
education is to be determining force or a relatively 
Insignificant and diminishing factor in Chinese life. On the 
answer to this question v/ill largely hang the decision 
whether China will become a Christian nation, perhaps the 
strong-hold of Christianity in future centuries. If the 
present hour of opportunity is vigorously and v;isely seized; 
if forgetting unimportant differences vie unite all our 
efforts to build up a syst®n of education, sound, vigorous, 
progressive, and fundamentally Christian, v/hich shall in tiim 
create a strong Christian com/rumlty e:j^ressing in its life 
the spirit and principles of Christianity, vie may look with 
hope to the time v/hen the religion of Jesus will be the 
religion of China# But this demands that we give diligent 
effoirt both to unite all our forces in China In the 
development of an effective, cod^rdinated system of education, 
and to secure in America and Europe the personal and financial
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resources that \vill sustain such a s^rstem until the Chinese 
church shall take over "both its management and its supoort#
The challenge of the situation in China 
to-day is a clarion call to all who "believe that the people 
of the West and the people of the East should work together 
for the common good of all.
■-i- ..
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Types and Grades of Christian Education in China*
A. Elementary Education.
1. The Elementary School and the Christian
Community*
Christian elementary schools were first 
established for the purpose of making an opening for the 
preaching of the gospel. Tlie breaking down of prejudice; the 
winning of the confidence of the parents; the provision of a 
recognized Christian center it town or city; and the
conversion of Individuals---these were the objectives. But^
as the Christian community had developed, the eleraentary 
school has assumed a new function* It provides for the 
children of that community a soxind education in a Christian 
atmosphere; thus laying the foundations of Christian character 
in the impressionable years of childhood. In this way the 
schools bear a large part in the upbuilding of an intelligent 
Christian society, able to accomplish its great and 
difficult task. This, it is generally agreed, is now the 
main puirpose of Christian elementary school; though it should 
still open its doors to other than Christian children, and 
thus enlarge the sphere of ©iristlan influence. Further, 
since Christian education as a whole includes as one of itc 
important aims, the selection and training of the future 
leaders of the Christian comtnunity, such training should be 
given in the elementary schools as will develop those 
elements of character that are essential to true leadership. 
Those who give signs of potential leadership should be
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encouraged to enter the middel school.
So conceived the function of the elementary 
school is one without which the Christian community of the 
next generation will he immeasurably weaker; and with which 
It cannot afford to dispense. The Commission helieTes that 
for the present at least, and prohahly for some time to come, 
Christian elementary schools should continue to he maintained 
as essential factors in the life and work of the chiurch* This 
implies, however, that they must actually do that for which 
they have been established. Unfortunately, the Commission has 
found many schools that do not justify their existence.
Either the education they offer is so poor that it falls to 
give to Christian children an adequate training. This 
naturally discredits the whole Christian movement. The 
Christian power of the school thus becomes too weak to make 
any impression on its students or on the community. Such
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schools should be improved or discontinued.
Because of the intimate connection that 
exists between the Christian schools and the life of the 
Christian community, it Is increasingly necessary that the 
schools should reflect the spirit and the Ideals of that 
cOEinunity; which in turn should assume their direction and 
support. Exclusive control of elementary schools by 
missionaries has already, for the most part, been replaced by 
joint control with the Chinese church. As rapidly as the 
church in any part of the country can assrime the 
responsibility, the direction of elementary education should 
pass into its hands. There v/ill be need of v;isdom in making
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this transfer in such a way that it will increase the j. 
educational and Ohrie^i^ efficiency of the schools*
2. Christian Elementary School and the Chinese 
System of Public Education.
It is generally agreed that upon the 
government of a country rests the responsibility of seeing 
that adequate provision is made for the education of all 
children, and for securing their attendance at school* Such 
provision may be made either throu^ the public operation 
of all elementary schools; by public control of the standards 
of schools privately maintained, or by various combinations 
of the two methods.
Within recent years Chinese educators have 
accepted rthis responsibility and have set themselves to 
provide universal facilities of modem education* The tash 
before them is one of vast proportions. There are in China 
seventy million children of elementary school age. According 
to the statistics of the year 1916, only 4,086,962 of these 
children were actually attending schools that are recognized 
by the public authorities. This is one per cent of the total 
popiilation of the coxmtry. Even including such of the private 
schools of the old classical style as might be expected in 
time to reach the standards of modem education, provision 
Is now being made for the education of less than two per cent 
of the population of China, which is not more than one-tenth 
of those should be in the elementary schools*
P. P. Chang, The Bducational Beview^ China, April(I$I6),pp.59.
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To establish, staff and Tnalntaln ten times 
the present number of schools Is a tremendous undertaking; 
hut there can he no doubt that it v/lll he successful 
eventally. The Christian forces are aiding in its accomplish­
ment through the maintenance of elementary schools. The fact 
that the school will he relatively few in number, at present 
only 4*9 percent of the total, makes it all the more 
necessary that they he good in order to make a contrihution 
of value. lUrther, the progress of education in China 
is being aided hy the belief of the members of the Christian 
coimxmXty in the value of modem schools. "While only two per 
cent at most of the total population of China in the 
elementary schools, it is estimated that ten per cent of the 
Christian community are in the Christian schools.
yinally, e system of public education tends 
to become rigid and to dlscoyirage variation and experiment . 
There is an educational justification for the existence of a 
relatively small group of schools that are free to conduct 
experiments, to develop along somewhat different lines, and 
to emphasise aspects of education v/hlch receive too small 
attention or are entirely ne^ected in the public system. 
Especially is there heed in China to-day for schools that 
express the principle that the religious ne^nls of the children 
are to be provided for in a comprehensive educational program. 
Eor these reasons, the Chinese educators believes that the 
Chinese educational authorities will recognise the value of 
Christian el©aentary schools; provided alv/ays that they 
actually give an education of a high standard.
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The follov7ing principles should guide in the 
relations of the Christian schools to the public system of 
elementary education:
1. Pull recognition sliould he given of the 
duty of the govemiiien.t to make provision for the adequate 
education of all the children of China, and of the fact that 
all private schools must in some way he "brought within the 
scope of the national school sjrstem.
2* Christian schools should loyally meet all 
Ifigitiriate standards of the public system; particulajljr those 
concerned Vrfit}i "buildings and equipoient, the qualifications 
of the teaching staff, the supervision of instruction, and 
the composition of controlling bodies.
3. As far is consistent with their function 
as recognised variants from type , Christian schools should 
follow the government classification of schools; content of 
curricula, and disciplinary regxilations.
4. (roveniment inspection of schools should 
be v/elcomed, and official recognition of schools he souj^it ; 
provided always that this does not Involve the sacrifice of 
that vrhlch is the very essence of the contribution of the 
Christian schools, that is, the ra intenance of t-ie Christian 
spirit and ideals.
5. One benefit arising from a close 
relation to the goveiv'ment system is the removal of the 
susijicioii that Christian schools tend to "Foreigni^e" 
children. In order that th^r may actually be Chinese in 
spirit and oiethod, the direction of the scho.ols should, as far
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as pOBbime, mdertaken ty Christian conmunity rather than
'oir miat^ionarj’- oreaniaation.
6* It slioixld "b© recognised that Cliristlan
schools cannot he maintained in every comt.unity. The nmher
must he limited hy the extent to whicli schools can he
effectively conducted. It is also possible tnat in some
places, where the puhlicily-conducted schools afford a good
education and adequate provision can he made in other ways foi
realising the religious purijose of the Christian school, it
may he in the best interests of the Christian movement as a
vdiole not to raintain a separate elementary school. This
v/ould he the case particularly where the existence of a
Christian school is likely to he regarded as unnecessary 
competition vrtth the puhlicly-supported school, friendly 
relations hetween th' church, and the general community are 
thus imperilled*
7. Inst&nce have "been lcnov;n v/here C^^ristian 
schools have hern allowed the free use of temples or other 
public buildings, or have received annual grants from public 
educational funds. It is doubtful, hovfever, if a widespread 
development of financial help should he expected, and, in view 
of the present uncertainty of government policy, it appears 
to he wise not to depend upon public grants for the 
maintenance of Christian schools.
3* Types of Schools*
Th.e Christian educators v/ere glad to find 
in the elementary schools a general aijproximation to 
government standards* Yfliile there still exists throughout
44
the coxmtn^- a large nuinher of the so-called old-style 
classical schools, the nijmlier of these undf^r Christian 
auspices is sr^all. Unfortunately, maiay others have the name 
v/ithout the reality of modem schools, iliese shoiild either 
he made what they claim to he, or he given iip* In the villageSj 
the schools have usually only one teacher, and are often very 
inefficient. There is, hov/ever, an increasing number of 
excellent "model schools", with simple "buildings that to the 
standard requirements, with trained and supervised teachers, 
and toL'Ciiing that is equal to the hest in similar conditiions 
in other lands. In the cities there are still too many small 
schools housed in dirty, ill-ventilated shops or rooms
connected with church property.
At the opposite extreme are the city schools^ 
both day and hoarding, under either church or mission control, 
with v/ell-graded classes, trained teachers, attractive 
classrooms and large attendance. Tlie advantages of 
concentration, judged the criterion of Christian influence, 
are most mainfest in such situations. One such school is worth 
more to the Christian movement then a score of poorly 
conducted ones.
The number of kindergarten that the 
Coriimission found v/as disappointingly small. The Chinese ne^d 
those, aspects of education upon v/hich the kindergarten has - 
laid emphasis. In elernentai-y schools of older type little 
is asked of the child in the educational process hut 
receptivity. In the kindergarten the ciiild miost take his 
contribution of self-active effort before the teacher can
45
finish the interi^ret&tion and guidance which constitute her 
contrihution. Educational method is thus a process of 
interaction between the child and the teacher, in whidi the 
child furnishes the impiilese and the interests; the teacher 
their organization toward the ends of education. Tlirou^h 
manual and other activities, hy means of drawing and music, hy 
the quicking of the senses, the teacher seeks to secure from 
the child original eixpression, so that he may he said to 
make the larger contribution to his ov;n education.
A child, whose first approach to the process 
of education is through the l:inder‘^:arten, is found to he 
much more alert and quick to learn, and his progress in the 
elementary school Is more rapid that that of the student who 
commence with the inore formal methods* Kiere is need for many 
more kindergartens. There is also need for the use of the 
methods of the kindergarten in the first tv/o years of the 
elementary course. Kindergarten training should he givcai not 
onlj to prospective kinderr^rten teachers, hut also to those 
v/ho are to teach the lower classes in the x^rimary gn'c’des.
Uhdobuted3.y one cause of ineffective schools 
has been the confoision of aims in schools of different types» 
V^ithout attempting a fifLl treatment of tlis subject the 
Chinese Christian educators makes the following suggestions 
of types of school that Siiould he maintained:
KIKDllhGART}vT, Where the number of yoimg 
children warrants it and resources are available, 
kindergarten classes should he established in elementary 
schools* If that Is not possible, in separate institutions, 
further, the teacher of the first tv/o years of the elementary
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school should he trained in 'kinder^ rten methods or in the 
project method. The ideal plan v;ould he a combined course 
\7ith no break at the beginning of the first year of the 
elementary school,
VILLACtE school. The Christian church should 
maintain as many village schools of distinctive character as 
possible. Probably one half of the popiaation of China lives 
in small communities of from one to three hmdred persons 
each. In these farm villages a type of school is required 
that is radically different from that in the large tovm or 
city. Tlie life of the people; is essentially homogeneous, and 
the church should meet its needs as a v/hole, A combined 
”church-and-school”j conducted as a religious, educational 
and social center for children and adults §like, would be 
mighty force to uplift the community. One man, as "teacher- 
preacher”, defintely trained the meet the problems of the 
village, might better meet the situation than two men.
This school should attempt no ambitious 
class-rocm program, Bnphasis should be put on reading, 
writing and elementaiy mathematics, and on simple training 
in hygiene, good citizenship, homewnaking and market­
gardening; all directly applied to conditions in the village, 
Por adults there should be evening classes; an enlarged Sunday 
school v/ith the widest possible educational features; among 
which the teaching to read by means of phonetic script or 
character v^ould be prominent, and winter week-day classes in 
regions where farm work is largely suspended for some months. 
During the busy seasons of planting and harvesting the schools
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should he closed to enable the children to help In the fields. 
At this time the teacher should identiiy himself v/ith the 
people by joining in the field \7orh; or attend, an institute
planned for rural teachers.
The village school ';;ould normally cover the
work of the first four years only and h.ave hut one teacher* 
"Wliere the teacher v/ife could take classes, or an assistant 
he employed, the full six years* course would he given. The 
teacher should he trained in the use of the ungraded school 
methods. The school should he supported in the first place 
■hy a central fund, hut as soon as possible its support should 
he undertaken "by the local cor;raun.ity, v;ith sucn grants-in- 
aid from the fund as are necessary. In some cases the 
establishment and support of one or two model schools of this 
nature by tiie mission, or by the whole church of a district, 
would be sufficient stimulus to lead to the voluntary
undertaking of the support of others.
GiaihPAL BOAIIDHTG school. Tliose responsible
for the establislroent of schocls have rightly stressed the
Important of having children over twelve years age live in a 
boarding school, where they are under continuous Christian
influence. T:ie village day schools shoaild be groviped about 
central boarding schocls, which would take students at the 
beginning of the fifth year and continue them up into the 
junior middle school for one, two or three years. Such a 
school should he located on the outskirts of a tov/n 'with which 
the villages are naturally comiected. Tjie building, while 
conforming to established standards, should he inexpensive^ 
and its eo^uipment as simple as possible. There should he three
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or four teacIiei'B for a school of sixty or so. Emphasis should 
he laid upon those subjects that prepare the child to meot 
the problems of the rural coy.icnimlty; especially should more 
advaiitaced worfe in agrici-ilture be given by a v;ell-trairec. 
teacher. Such a school, if under C!iinese direction, v.mtld 
provide unrivalled opportunities for the development of 
Chinese initiative in Christian education.
• TOOT AEE CITY SCHOOL. In larger tov/n and 
in cities elemental^ schools:are tending to become day schools. 
The:/ should be v/ell-staffed, v:ith one teacher for each class. 
There seems to be no adeo/aote reason for the maintenance of 
one^teacher schools in the cities* In these coiir'innities 
couparsion will be made with the best schools conducted by 
the ijublic authorities. A combination of tv/o or more small 
schools even though under different denominations, \70uld 
greatly aid the, whole Christian movement in the place, A 
richer curricxfLimi should be X''rovlded than that of the village 
schools, with local, variation to moot specific needs of the 
children for occupational training, Eie present large and 
rather expensive city hl^.er primary boarding schools should 
either develop into fiill jimior middle schools or become 
six-year primary day schools. This is line v;ith probable 
developments derailed In the follov/ing section.
In any boarding school should adeciuate 
provision must be made for the housing and oversight of the 
students. One more teacher shouild be employed than in a day 
school in order to tahe full advantage of the opportmity to 
influence the students personalit^r in games, stud^'- hours, and
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through the eocial and religious activities of the school*
4. The Training of Teachers.
We have come to the most important factor 
in the success of the Christian schO'r^ls, the teacher* What he 
is, the school v/ill he. We would indicate first what sho\ad 
he eKpected in the man or woman who is to train the hoys and 
girls in the Christian schools:
1. He shoxjld have a sound body and such 
physical hahits as' are desired in the students. He should also 
he fond of play so that he may lead his students in recreation^
2. In his ovvTL life he should embody those 
fundamental hahl^e, and-^attitudes which are essential elements 
in Christian character,' :and he should have that personal 
power which makes character attractive*
3. He must hirnsielf he master of the tools 
of knowlodgei especially being proficient in the use of his 
ovm language. His knovaedge of other subjects should ha 
suf^^iciently extensive to me^;t all legitimate demands of the 
elementai-y curricul^tm, and exact so far as It goes. He needs 
imagination in-order to grasp kno\7ledge as the child does, 
ohjoctively and in its htDnan relations. Method is even more 
important to the elementary teacher than extensive equlpiment 
in subject matter.
4. He should he able to use his hands; 
respect the work of man*s hands, and he able to enlist the 
children's interest in practical occupations*
5. Since the Christian school exist 
primarily for the sake of Christian community, the teacher
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should have a close relation to .the church; he in complete' 
s^mpath^' with its ideals; share in its activities, and take 
seriously his duty as its representative in the school. His 
loyalty should he not to an individual missionary nor to the 
Christian church. On the other liand he should he guarded, hy 
\Tlse organl^iation, from too great control hy ignorant or 
conservative local church hoards or individuals. T)ie teacher 
shoLild he made to feel that in the Christian school he is 
serving his country'- quite as truly as if he were in a 
puhlicl:-’* supported school. He should he encouraged to ally 
himself vrith local or provincial teacher*s associations. In 
this and in other v/ays everything possible should he done to 
remove from the school all that marks it as foreign. Care 
in this regard may obviate much future trouble*
Reference must be made to the need for a 
wider adoption of modem methods of instruction. The 
traditional method in China has been a lectiire by the teacher, 
v/ith the student listening in respectful silence. This is 
artill the method largely In vogue in middle school, 
especially those in the public system, and It is foimd in 
many primarg?- schools. Probably the greatest cause of the 
widespread indifference of the people to the nev; education 
is that the attempt to teach nev; subjects by the methods 
formerly vised vfith the classics, has failed to give the child 
a training of value. The governnent has seen the importance 
of teacher training and is succeeding in the public normal 
schools to a degree that is unrealized try many missionaries.
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It would "be a safe prophecy that Christian el^entary 
education will stand or fall during the next ten years 
according as it awakes or not, to the absolute necessity for 
trainrag its teachers.
normal training, hovfever, is not enough 
to guarantee the continued success of the teacher. Ko one 
can do his best v/ork in isolation. Most of the elementary 
teachers are obliged to pass months at a time without an 
opportunity to discuss their problems with others who 
understand them. They need the stimulus of some one who can 
bring Tision, nev; methods, and direct advice on the numeroiis 
difficulties of the class-room. This is particularly the case 
where the majoritgwf the teachers have had little or no 
professional training. The ohseirvation of the Christian 
educators in China is that ma^g mediocre teachers are doing 
excellent work, provided they are visited regularly by 
sympathetic and skilled supervisors. It is strongly 
recomnended that all ela-ientary scho.ols be grouped in 
districts; that a supervisor be engaged for each district, 
and that, if it is necessary, incorder to carry out the plan, 
to close some schools, this be done in order that the most 
experienced teachers rnaj^ be freed for these essential 
positions, Mo one should be given supervisory responsibility 
unless he has taught successfully for some years and has then 
been given definite training for the work of overseeing and 
directing teachers. Since the supervisor should be thoroughly 
familiar with the conditions existing in the elementary 
schools it follows that he should, ideally, be a Chinese.
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I*oreign supervisors shotild "be employed only when Chinese with 
suitshle experience and training cannot he found. Good 
salaries should he paid in order that the best men may he 
secured*
Tiie importance of this recommendation 
cannot he over-estimated. Ko one change in educatioiialh 
policy will mean such an advance in elementar:^^ education as 
the general adoption of a plan of esqsert supervision. The 
training of supervisors should he made one of the strongest 
features of normal schools and college courses in education.
With the introduction of coeducation into 
lower grades, the q\ie»tioa has arisen whether men or v/omen 
should teach them* As a matter of fact some of the "best 
government schools have hoth men and women as teaohers in 
their lower grades. This seems a satisfactory arrangement in 
a graded school with a number of teachers. If kindergarten 
methods are used in the first two years of the course it is 
he hest that the schools should he taught hy woman. In one 
teacher village schools, a male teacher y;ou1c1, as a rule, he 
preferred; "both "because of the problem of chaperonage for a 
young woman, and also because of the variety of activities in 
\7hich it is recoinmended that she engage. It would he ideal in 
the village situation if "both husband and ^7ife were trained 
teachers, and shared in the responsible duties of the 
position.
5. The,Curriculum* .
It has already said that the aim of the 
elementary school is the production of intelligent, Christian
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personalities, for the good not only of the individuals
themselves hut also of the Christian community and of 
Chinese society as a v/hole. It Is not possihle he analyze in 
any detail the implications of this aim, and so to discover 
the specific objectives which should determine the curricula 
and the activities of the school. But a sumjnary of these 
ohjactives can he given: -
1, A sound and well-developed body, and 
such physical habits as will keep the body in a healthy 
condition and make possible a clean, normal, vigorous mental 
and moral life,
2, Br^hasis on the fundmental habits and 
attitudes that make up Christian character in tiie child,
5. A somd training in the fundamental 
tools of education, namely, reading, writing, and the 
elementary operations in arithmetic; all in their applications 
to the life which the student is to live. The training of the 
elementary skills of the hand, including drawing, handicrafts, 
needlev;ork and gradening. The arousing of an intelligent 
interest in the life of the social groups in vdiich the child 
lives, and in other forms of society,
4, The development of an enlightened 
patriotism, and an understanding of the fundamental duties 
and privileges of a member of Chinese society,
5, Some understanding of the vocations of 
his group, in order to enlarge his sympath-j'-j to arouse Ms 
interest in the choice of his own vocation, and to give some 
training in the chosen vocation.
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6* Training in courtesy and in those forms
of etiquette which are the expresi'^ion of a spirit of 
consideration for others.
7. Training in the happy use of leisure 
time through the appreciation of hooks, art and music; the 
participation in games and in social intercourse; and the 
cultivation of hohhies, which nay grov; out of the vocational 
studied.
8. Religious education should attendance at 
Bihle instruction and religious service he required of all 
students in the Christian ele.aentary school. The Christian 
school exists primarily for the Christian children; it is a 
private school, and no compiilslon is put upon any parent to 
send his child to it. It has therefore seeaned reasonable in 
the past to e^ect all students alike to attend classes in 
religious instruction and church services. If the Christian 
influence of the school is made to depend upon the attractive­
ness of the character of the teacher and the spirit of the 
v;hol8 school life more than upon set lessons or required 
attendance, it will raatter little what the actual regulations 
of the school may he. Under some circumstances it may even he 
found advisable to remove definite requirsmgnts.
In a word we should he made our elementary 
curriculum on the basis of these eight objectives which v/e 
discussed above. The curriculum of elementary school is.:given 
as follow:
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B. Secondary Education* - .
1* The Specific junction of Christian Middle 
School in China*
Middle schools constitute the center of the 
educational system* They supply a large part of the teachers 
who develop the lower schools* They supply the most stable 
and self-supporting part of the educational pyramid, and 
furnish the best and largest portion of the students who 
enter the Christian colleges.
The Christian middle schools are at this 
stage the most vital part of the v/hole Christian enterprise* 
They influence young people at the time when they are making 
life decisione, choosing yocatioo, fixing personal habits 
and social attitudes; beginning to form permanent attachments 
to frlondSj masters, school,'and church, and accepting or 
rejecting Christianity. They touch the great middle classes 
of society among which the church is now growing and gaining 
its greatest strength. They fuiuish the sturdy supporters of 
Christian society#
The specific functions of the Christian 
middle schools are four:
1* To provide every Christian boy and girl 
of twelve or fourteen years of age with an opportunity for 
such an education as will enable him or her to fill a useful, 
independent, and more than ordinary place In society. This 
means that practically every school must give both general 
training for life and special occupational training#
58
*2. To present the Christian reli2:i0Ji and its 
program of evangelisra, social hettennent, and patriotic 
service.
3. To enlist and train the v/orkers upon 
whom the success of the Christian enterprise chiefly depends; 
especially teachers and evangelists.
4. To open a way for the fev; of outstanding 
ability to proceed to university and professional training.
2. General Statement of the Situation and Out­
look.
The middle schools of the government have 
not proved adequate to the deiuaiids for secondary education 
in China. There is large opportunity for the development of 
private schools, which is being taken advantage of b^^ Roman 
Catholic and non-Christian organizations as well as by 
Protestant churches andjnissionc.
At present the course of study in government 
schools, whic'i is follo\70d fairly closely by the schools of 
most missions, consists of a four-year lov;or primary school, 
a three-year hi^ier primary school, and a foux^ear middle 
school. In general the high ^r primary school as v;ell as the
middle school has been a boarding school, and in most cases 
the middle schools have been organized from classes added 
step b;;,' step to the higher primary schools. If the proposed 
plan of six years of elementarj'- work and three years each 
of j\mior and senior middle school work, is adopted, as it 
seems likely to be, the Christian schools should also adopt 
that plan#
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Christian middle schools for "boys are of the
following types:
1, The general t^^pe, a small middle school 
with a large higlier primary school attached; the course 
giving little or no occupational training, and not much 
training for life except of a linguistic and cultural sort. 
These schools attract chiefly on account of their English 
classes and their good discipline. The course usually coni’orms 
fairly to college preparatory requirements.
2. The Anglo-Chinese college type, 
predominant in the coasts ports where the training in English 
and Chinese hare occupational value. They prepare the student 
for college in China and abroad. These schools are usually 
large and flourishing v/ith the teaching partly in English •
Hi gh er priraar:/ schools are not always attached to schools 
of this
3, Several degree and types of compromise, 
varying from the smaller vernacular school to the large 
middle schools, attached to colleges; which usually offer a 
strictly college preparatory course, and teach in English.
4. Tlio occupational type. Such schools are 
rare. There are a few small normal schools and a fe\7 which 
give, or plan to give, industrial or agricultural training.
Some Christian middle schools are union 
enterprise, but most of them are denominational in 
management^ thou^ frequently not strictly so in student body, 
or even in staff. Some are privately managed and are not 
under any mission, while others are managed by the Chinese
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church, with or without financial aid from the mission# Some 
mission middle schools, with missionaries on the staff, have 
Chinese principals.
Christian middle schools usually have good 
grounds; fairly good "buildings, less good equipment; 
curricula which are not closely enough related to the needs 
of the students; teachers fine spirit, some of whom had 
professional training, almost all of who are overworked; 
physical training, the quality of which varies gteatly in 
different schools; good school athetlcs; and a strong spirit 
of service and patriotism. Contrary to a rather general 
impression, the teaching of Chinese is fairly good in these 
schools.
5. of schools for Occupational Training#
The first practical question, arising from 
the need for occupational training, is whether such courses 
should he comhined in a sin^e school and if so what types of 
schools would naturally result. As a rule a school should 
give hut one kind of course. But in view of the importance of 
teacher-training, and the hroad character of its needs, and 
inasmuch as so many middle school graduates take up teaching, 
this type of occupational training ou^t usually to he 
incleded with each of the others. The business and clerical 
types are so much alike that they can without difficulty he 
given together. This policy would point to the following 
schools as the common types:
Pirst type-“-The normal school, giving
teacher-training#
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Second type-“-7he city middle school,
preparing for "business and teaching*
Third rural school, specializing
in agriculture and teacher training*
Fourth type~--The technical school,
en5>hasi2ing industrial and teacher-training.
Fifth tyep---The Bihle school emphasizing
in Christian life and teacher-training*
Althou^i the training of teachers is of 
prime Importance, a school limited to that work should not 
he the usual or ordinary type of middle school.
The agriculture and industrial arts schools, 
with their normal courses, are the ones vdiich, in the long 
run, willl do not for the uplift of the mass of the 
popuaation, and no finer task could he undertaken hy the 
forces of the church than the development of these schools. 
Such schools are, however, expensive and difficult to develop, 
and will have to he financed largely hy the missons, sine 
they are usually for the poorer classes, and v;ould thus 
receive little in fees or local contributions* The commercial- 
normal school, which is closest in type to the existing 
schools, carries v.'ith it the largest measure of local 
support, and comes nearest to meeting college entrance 
requirements*
Jfext comes the practical question as to 
whether each of these schools add a college preparaator^,'" 
course; or should it leave that training to certain types 
only; special schools; or provide for college preparation in 
some other way*
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The proportion of middle school students who 
actually enter college varies greatly in different schools, 
hut it is in general vei’^r small* If certain middle schools 
attached to colleges are counted out, the proportion is still 
smaller. It seems, therefore, only riglit to provide 
occupation 1 training for the major fraction xfho do not go 
heyoncl the middle school, and at the sares time to afforo 
opportvinlty for other students to proceed to further study.
Most schools send, the majority of their 
upper-class students and, graduates out into life, and to meet 
the needs of these, our Christian middle schools should he 
occupational schools, usually of the corr ercial-nomal type.
Vo subject should he Included in the curriculum of schools 
of this type simply on the ground, that it is at present 
considered necessary as preparatory to college. On this 
principle such s^ihjects as higher mathematics and ancient 
history, used in the traditional classical sense, v/ould he 
excluded. These tend to create a divisive factor In school 
life, the result of r/hich is likely to he an unnatural 
crov/ding of the *'raore honorable" college preparatory^ course 
hy students with no real college hopes. The college course 
should he so planned as to give the occupationally trained 
men the same standing as the college preparatory students.
Thus there being no handicap in taking an occupational course, 
and no loss of prestige by not taking some other sort of 
course, all students will take one of the occupational 
courses. Those vmo do not go on to college will go out into 
life prepared to render real service; to understand the 
social and ethical values of their particrrlar callings; and
6Z
with a sense of gratitude toward the institution*
l?hy industrial training should have a place 
in any scheme of Christian secondary school In China? I’lrst, 
there is the Christian duty of doing all that is possible 
in the relief of poverty. Second, for the emphasis on 
commercial and industrial education in China is the 
possibility of a better utilization of the human resources of 
the country by giving to promising youths a chance to fit 
themselves for larger responsibilities than they assume If 
they are deprived of educational opportunity. Third, for 
emphasis on the necessity of making a place in the scheme of 
Christian education for commercial and industrial training.
This is as Imperative a duty as any now confronts Christianity 
in China,
4, The problem of Cirls,
The great majority of girls go from the 
middle schools directly into home-making, teaching, or some 
form of social and religious service. An increasing number are^ 
hOT/ever, going on to further study in college, normal school, 
medical school, nurses* training school, Bible training school^ 
or training school for physical directors, A few enter the 
business world as clerks, or stenographers, or in similar 
positions.
Almost all Chinese girls become home-makers; 
either immediately after leaving school or a fev/ years later, 
Every school for girls ought, therefore, to aim to prepare 
its students to be good wives and mothers, and to make happy 
homes, domestic science and household economics are subjects
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of foundamental importance. The steady of food values, of 
balanced diets, the care and discipline of children, first 
aid, hygiene, sanitation, and the treatment of illnesses 
should, in our judgment, he included in the curricula of all 
middle schools for girls. Intelligence along these lines is 
of even greater importance in China than in countries \7here 
there is far more general knowledge of such mattei-s. A simple 
model homo in which a fvve girls live for a time, assuming 
full responsibility for everj^thing in connection \7ith it, 
is a valuable addition to the class-room study of home-making 
subjects. The partial responsibility of the older girls for 
little girl has, in some schools, iroved to be a useful 
training in the care of children. Observation of kindergarten 
work has also proved valuable in demonstrating methods of 
teaching and dealing with little children. We recommend that 
all middle schools for girls include course in domestic 
science and household economics, and that some schools
specialise along these lines.
Every middle school for girls sh-ould oixer
courses with will prepare its students to be good citizens 
and to render usei^ul service in their communities. Such 
courses should not only hold up high ideals, but should also 
be vary definite and practical in the teaching concei’ning 
needs and the methods of meeting them. Actual service for the 
peox)le of the neif^bor-hood should also be a part of school
life.
All Christian middle schools for girls are 
giving courses in I’fiLigious education. Ko part of the
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curriculiim shoiild he more carefully planned, and no subject 
demands stronj^er teaching* These subjects are, and should be, 
a part of every student's work. Special provision should be 
made for the training of those girls who plan tO{^ go into 
some form of religious senrlce upon leaving the middle school. 
This may -sometimes be done effectively in a separate school, 
similar to the school for the training of teachers,
A large number of the graduates of middle 
schools for girls will teach in the interim between 
graduation and marriage, A many continue to teach after 
marriage. One of the most urgent neods in China to-day is for 
well trained teachers fo» elansntary schools, Christian, 
government, and private. Graduates of middle school, who have 
received some normal graining, have done eacoellent work in 
•lesnentary schools* Christian middle spools for girls can 
render service of immeasurable value, by furnishing 
elementary schools, Christian and non-Christian, with teachers 
of thorou^ training and strong Christian character. Girls 
may be trained to teach in elementary school, either in 
normal schools, or in nomal courses in middle schools*
In some centers, it may be wise to consider 
the uniting of all girl's middle schools into one school, 
thus securing an institution large enouj^ and strong enough to 
offer several elective courses within itself. Whatever 
specific i0.an may be followed, we recommend the closest 
possible coordination between the Christian girls' middle 
schools of each center. This is desired that waste and 
duplication may be avoided, and ■fiie varying needs of 0hinese
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girle met aa adequately and completely as possible, needs 
and opportunities of to-day demand specialization, tliorou^- 
ness, and a hi^ degree of effectiveness. Kiese can not be 
secured, if four or five schools vrith only moderately adequate 
equipment and staff, are all trying to meet all the needs of 
Chinese girls. The uniting of forces, or the division of 
responsibility, will on the other hand make possible tlie 
Bjeeting of a greater number of needs, in a far more effevtive 
way.
5* The Improvement of the Christian Middle 
Schools in China.
The question of improvement of tlie Christian 
raid,dle schools is absolutely one way to offer the needs for 
boys and girls. Most middle schools, now giving v ^ ^ --
occupational work and little generl preparation for life, and 
many struggling middle schools of similar character, should 
become clean-cut, effective, and well-tau£^t junior middle 
schools with gaiulne training for life, several of which 
shoxad feed intp some one large senior middle school, mil- 
fledged middle schools and low»*grade colleges, should become 
senior middle schools.
The question of the size of schools has been 
frequently rasied. This is entirely a question of 
administration and finance. It is possible for one principal 
to organize his well-selected and trained staff as to bring 
a thousand students into contact, A school of over two 
hundred, requires one or more assistant principals or 
proctors in addition to an office secretary. Efficiency
require the addition of needed aseistanta at the right pointa 
and the bringing of the atudent body up to as near capacity 
as possible at each stage.
If Christian schools are to change the old 
plan of seven years elementary{lower primary fotir and higher 
primaiy three) and four years middle school, to'the new plan 
of six years elementary and three year each of junior and 
of senior middle school. The following should be done:
1, The additl<mal year should be given to 
securing better work in the lower grades rather — -- *
than added to the present graduation standards, or at least 
such a policy should be follov/ed is so far as government 
school standards permit, .
2* Opportunity should thus be taken to make 
arithmetic more thorough and effective, greatly to increase 
physical and health education, to reduce class-room work^ . 
to give another year of Chinese reading and composition^ 
history, civics, geograiJhy, practical arts, manual work, and 
general science*
3. It would seem best to begin the study 
of English v/ith the first year of the j\mior middle school* 
but in this particular, and in all subjects, the govermrrent 
curriculum should be followed.
6. Objectives and Curricula#
The first aim of Christian education is to 
develop character. This means three things: first, sincerity, 
truth-seeking, honesty of thought and action; second, 
sympathy, love, and a spirit of srvice; third, the habit of
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ri^t endeavor, the will to proceed etrenuously, the mental 
energy that nerves one to do his hest, and faith to attempt 
to do God’s will in the world.
This reo_uires first of all a wholesome 
school life, a Christian atomosphere, genuine work, justice, 
la\7 and order, and much contact with people of Christ-like 
spirit. It requires also definite instruction in ethics and 
religon, and how to apply this teaching in life* The teachers 
shoiald have strong personality and fine Cliristian spirit; to 
live close to the middle school students; to talk, eat and 
play with them; to work with them as well as for them, and to 
join v/ith them in their school activities and social service* 
The students should catch the Christian spirit; the loyalty 
with which they stand for their convictions In the v/orld, and 
the generosity with v/hich they spend their strength in 
Christian service for their people after they leave school* 
Such problems as the desirability of daily Bible study, 
reciuired chapel attendance, the urging of students to unite 
with the church, should be made the subject of frequent and 
thorou^ discussion in meeting of teachers and principals*
An important aim of middle school education 
is the acquire of good health and the knowledge and habits 
that promote it. J^very student should be given a phci^sical 
examination upon entering school, and special treatment, 
diet, and exercise should be provided for those who need 
than. Every student should also at least one physical 
examination a year during his stay in school* The curriculum 
of every Christian middle school should provide a strong
program of health education. This should include study of 
such subjects as personal and public hygience, health habits, 
perils to health, common diseases, and their treatment, first 
aid, the principles of sanitation, and a certain amount of 
sex hygiene.
A third objective of Christian middle school 
is the giving of the general Information and mental training 
most llhely to be of value in several lines of activity. This 
general training includes language, elementary mathematics, 
general infomation, knov/ledge of people and affairs.
A fourth objective of Christian middle 
school is the giving of occupational training. This falls 
under several heads. Tlie following list wUl serve merely 






6. Clercial courses7. Homa economics and practical arts courses*
The fifth objective of Christian middle
school^ the production of good citizens, will also be in some 
measure met bj'' the subjects given above, especially those 
related to character formation, but definite instrution is 
also needed.
TO attain the objectlvee outlined above, and 
to keep the rl^t emphasis and proportions, calls for a most 
careful restudy of the curriculum of the middle school.
Experl mentation and conference on the part of those in charge 
of middle schools is of supreme iraportanee. It will take time
70
and thou^t, and the careful halancing of values, to determine 
the curriculum which best meet the multiple needs of the 
hoys and girls in Christian schools in China to-day, hut it 
is prohahly safe to say, that no prohlems of Christian 
education is more urgent than this* In the meantime, much can 
he done hy individual schools* Comparatively sll^t 
rearrangement of subjects, changed anphases, and a new 
content put into subjects already tau^t, will do much to make
the work of many schools more effective*
We have one suggestion for the curriculum
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? r-= c. Collegiate Education.
: : 1, Recent Bevelopment, ^ '
Some of the Christian colleges were 
established primarily with the thouj^t of training ministers 
and other Christian leaders* In otlisr instances the 
controlling idea ra&y have been the growing of a denominational 
system of schools, and the desire to provide hi^er education 
for the sons and daugjiters of Christian parents. Others again 
came into hsing nut of a more general aim to enlarge the 
sphere of Christian influence; to interpret, throu^ this 
method, the meaning of the Christian message for the Chinese 
people. On the whole, the colleges have been able to achieve 
a large measure of success in these various aims. ¥e have 
been the pioneers of modem collegiate education in China, 
and haTe supplied many of her most valuable leaders in 
goveamment, industry, education and religion.
The Christian college quite naturally 
modelled its cur:ficulum and activities upon the traditional 
type. Tliere were no Chinese standards; the Immediate 
objectives weretoo insistent to permit of much experimenta­
tion. The resources were limited. The majority of the men 
called upon to organize, administer or teach in them had not 
come to China* to do educational work, and had had little or 
no technical training* The policies had become conventiom*- 
alized. Each had grov/n up out of a denominational or 
sectional need, and was intended to serve Its ovm mission or 
local constituency, with little, if any, thou^t of s 
con^rehensiTe program for all China or of the exacting danands
that would arise in the future. Since then changes have come 
Y^ich have materially affected the situation:
1. lading of Western denominational 
interests and the tendency toward a united Chinese churchy 
with the result that separate colleges exists largely because 
of adininistrative convenience rather than living, distinctive 
principles*
2. Ttie Increasing ease and rapidity of 
communlcationj with the result that colleges are now as jnany 
hours apart as they were days, and students have ceased to 
consider distance from home or provincial In deciding what 
college to attend.
3. The growing interest in vocational 
education, which has forced the colleges to introduce 
occupational courses, involving a constantly argumenting 
financial burden, needless reduplication, opportunist or 
fortutious departures, and undesirable competition.
4. Chinese Christian educators ou^^^it to 
rejoice in the evidence thus furnished of China's ability 
and intention to develop a system of govenrnent and private 
education in line with the finest modem tendencies, Christian 
colleges should maintain a sufficient and harmonious place
in Chinese life. But, if Christian colleges are to maintain a 
sufficient and harmonious place in Chinese life, there must 
be some radical adjustments*
There are at present sixteen institutions 
maintained by missionary societies, claiming to. do work of 
full college grade. The enrollment of these institutions^ in
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college classes varies from less than twelve to about three 
hundred. Two of these are exclusively for woraen, while 
several others admit women, or include a college for women* 
This number is not large in proportion to the whole population 
of China.
The government, with its greater resources 
and responsihllites, contemplates only ten lonlverslties, and 
it Is Interesting to note that one powerful church,! which 
has done careful thinking on an all-Cliina educational policy, 
has limited itself to cooperation in ten union universities, 
realizing the futility of attempting the task on any other 
basis. It is frequently argued that the personal relations, 
the moral atmosphere and religious influences are more potent 
in the Chinese Christian colleges.
One of the commonest criticisms made by 
graduates of Christian colleges, and other Chinese observers, 
is that they do not fit students for life. Because of 
economic pressure and the social structure of China almost 
every student attends college primarily from a desire to 
increase his earning capacity. His educatifln usually is an 
investment by the family for their common welfare. The effort 
to produce church v/orkers, the lack of original thinking, the 
relative ease of securing students, an Inadequate appreciation, 
of the social function of Christian missions, are among the 
causes which have prevented greater attention to the 
occupational aspect of education. The opportunity to learn 
English has been indeed a great attraction to the student 
from a purely occupational and utilitarian point of view.
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So much has this been the case, that the coursoa. offered for 
their value in p:ivin" a liberal culture were regarded as, and 
became little more t'nan, opportiuilties for practice in 
IMglish; the acquirement of v.hich brought prompt remuneration 
and easy promotion in business careers. Even thivS concession 
to the legitl'.aate occupational ambition of t}ie students has 
in many cases only prepared them for clsercial positions of 
minor influence, either from the point of viev; of the creation 
of a strong c-iristian comiaunity or the v/elfare of the nation.
It would naturally be e:q‘jected that the 
religious instruction would be the finest element in the 
course, but It has often been the least satisfactory; the 
course being taught by those v/ho were not needed or fitted 
for other subjects, or were too busy to prepare fresh and 
inspli'ing naterial. i?he attempt has too comiuonly be-m made 
to accomplish by quantity and compulsion AYhat can be produced 
only by t)^uality and much thou^h"^ on the method of teaching 
and the real needs of the students.
2. Constructive Proposals.
In the judgment of the Com-Mission, 
Improvenent is to be sought through cob'rdination and 
llmitoi: ion or modification of fuitction, vrith consequent 
increase in total efficiency, rather than in the extensive 
uprooting of institutions vdiich are the product of much toil 
and sacrifice and are deeply rooted in the soil of China.
Having in mind (a) the meagre state of 
development v;hich higher education, in particular Christian 
education, has yet reached in China; (b) the urgent and 
unlimited need of China for men prepared for definite tasks,
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and tlie liraitad noad as yet of the scholar of leisure and 
general tastesi (c) the limited resources "both of the 
govenoiaent and the Christian forces, hut espocially of the 
latter; (d) the greater energy'- vath vdiich experience has 
proved that students devote themselves to v;ork in preparation 
for a future occupation as compared v;ith that of students 
pursuing the sains studies without an occupational goal; (e) 
the capacity of studies pursued with an occupational purpose 
to give m.ental discipline and genuine culture if conducted in 
the ri^it atmosphere and spirit; (f) the necessity on the 
other hand that professional or higher occupational studies 
he pursued upon a solid basis of a knov;ledge of the subjects 
requisite to the prosecution of work for any profession; and 
(g) the undesireahle resiilts of too early specialisation or 
differentiation of study with reference to future occupation, 
we recominend:
1* That the college he planned for four 
years follovrlng the in’oposed ne\i sclieme of six years 
elementary and six years secondary study, hut v/ith a special 
preparatory year intended for those who for any reason have 
been inadequately prepared. Entranct3 to college should 
presuiipose at least six years of daily study of English; 
good training in Cl.inese. Then should he range of alternative 
requirements in other subjects, such as \7ill allow the middle 
schools greater freedom for direct vocational and other 
courses of the kind, which should he planned for the majority 
of students who may not enter college.
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2«Th.at the first two years of the four he 
in general preparatory for the more specific professional 
or general cultural courses of later years. There should he 
the least possible measure of differentiation between-courses 
preparatory to' the several lines of professional work. It may 
he expedient in some cases that occupational work begin in 
the junior college, either being conclude in that college or 
continued one or more years in the senior college*
3. That in general in the senior college 
each institution offer and emphasize courses preparatory to a 
limited number of professions; choosing these with reference 
to the specific needs of the community in its region, and the 
opportunities offered by other colleges accessible to its 
students*
4* That, since the preparation for any 
profession should not be narrowly technical, but should 
include subjects such as history, ethics, sociology, and 
religious education, v/hich give breadth of outlook and 
insight into those problems a knowledge. It is essential to 
men of all professions, that the colleges provide courses in 
these subjects in addition to those which are requisite for 
the particular professions for which imdertake to prepare
t
their students*
5. That subjects to proper regulations 
respecting required studies, and the selection of a major 
subject, the student who has not chosen his profession, or who 
especially desire a longer course of preparation for the 
professional course, or who contemplates further study abroad,
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"be permitted to select studies from more than one professional 
group,
6. !Phat the course recoriimended for the 
several professions vary in length according to the nature 
and req.uirements of the profession.
7. That thy A. B. degree he given after the 
completion of four years of successful college study in any
of the courses offered.
We advise the colleges not to undertalce 
more lines of professional v/ork or offer a larger number of 
subjects than they can conduct thoroughly well. The value 
of an. education is not measured by the range of studies from 
among which the tstudent choose, nearly so much as it is by 
the character of the work which is offered in the coia*ses 
taken. Still less is it Increased In the ratio of the schools 
or departments which the college advertises. We therefore 
advise that a college, offering a limited range of studies, 
do not break these studies or its faculty into separate 
schools or colleges. The student should indicate the 
occupation which he expects to enter, or further study which 
he expects to pursue, and be guided by advice, printed and 
oral, concerning the studies which are req.uir0d of all 
students, and those which are best adapted to prepare him for 
his future occupation or study. This course is recomnended as 
less likely than the other to develop ambition on the part 
of the faculty to build up separate schools, increasing 
e^cpense but without corresponding iraprovanent of the , 
educational work, and less likely to lead the students to 
pursue a course of general study without definite objective.
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As indicsteci a’DOVG it is our judgment that all students 
completing lOur years of college v/ojTjc according oo the 
standards and college should, receive the
same degree. In order to secure Jrhe proper ampliasis on 
vocational courses, there raay he a cooiiitteo of the faculty 
on each recogni;^ed group studies, namely, education, religious 
education, arts, with a chairman who slioulci he adviser oi the
students pursuing that group.
It would seem that a college having an
enrollment of not more than one hundred students should limit 
itself to one pi'ofessional course or two at the most. Classes 
should, not he opened for less than eight or ten students.
In the light of the Cliinese Christian
educators, v;e recumsend:
1, Th.at higher Christian education in China
he dealt with as a imit in which all nationalities and 
denominations shall participate; the interests of all being 
cared for in a single comprohensive program, the controlling 
purpose "being, with the total avaiahlc strengtn, to exert 
the maximum impact upon Chinese life as a whole.
2, That it he organized in six higher
educational areas; East China, West Cnina, Hortn China, 
Central China, South China, and Fuhien- , and that, even if vfe 
are compiled to recognize that existing conditions prevent 
its Imraediate realization, yet the ideal he only one 
university in each area,
3, That in each area coordination of the v;
work of the several elements he effected throu^ a \miversity
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senate or advisory coimcil, Including in its memliersliip 
representatives of all the federated institutions. The powers 
of this senate should he advisory rather than legally 
cooqpulsoryi hut each institution shoifLd present its plan of 
work to the senate for advice. And no department of work 
should he discontinued or added until the institution has
4
first sou^t and obtained the advice of the senate.
The following advantages wexjld almost 
inevitably result from the proposed above:
1. The moral effect upon the Chinese public 
would be desirable.The very fact of giving this ooncinclng 
testimony to our essential oweness would be worth a large 
measure of loss and inconvenience to individual schools* 
Chinese Christian leaders and government educators have, 
without exception, endorsed the general plan of a smaller 
number of really strong colleges.
2. The spiritual results on those in charge 
would alone Justify the effort,
3. Delimitation and wisely distributed
specialization ou^t to result in each doing its less = .
ambitious task much more efficiently.
4. There would be more money and teachers 
available for other forms of religious education, including 
the supremely important but relatively Inexpensive work in 
government schools.
The follov/ing suggestions on organization
are offered:
1. The association of Christian colleges 
should take a leading part in putting into effect such
policies as have hedn outlined and in advancing the comcion
welfare of Its memhers.
2. This association should he connected with 
the senate, or advisory council in each higher educational
d —
area.
3. Arrangem^t should he made for the 
employment as soon as possible of at least one full time 
secretary.
4. This association of Christian colleges 
mi^t consider the advisahility of recommending to the 
controlling hoards in America and Great Britain the 
imlntenance of Joint headquarters in JTew York and London to 
serve their common Interests,
4 •
3, The curriculum.
The following suggestions of a curriculum 
of Chinese Christian college is offeredl
■«c M -
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S. BiTbie and Theological Education.
1. The present Sitviation of Bihle and Tlieologlcal
Education in China.
In any evolutionary^ process much of the 
old remains T^^ile the nev; is helnr- developed. Tlieologlcal 
education in China has retained the types of school developed 
at practically-every stage of the progress. There are still 
places vrhere a sin^e missionary is teaching a little group 
of Chinese who have had no educational hachground a fev; 
things Y;hich he regards as essential for a worker in the 
Kingdom, and sending them out as heralds of the good news. 
There are Bihle Schools v/hich have risen hut little higher 
and are content to train men vdio have had almost no education, 
There also Bihle schools, well organized ahd staffed, giving 
a good education; theological schools training the grad-uates 
of middle schools; seminaries training only college men; and 
schools that are attemptinrg both tasks. There are also Bihle 
schools of many grades for the training of v.'omen workers.
It is not easy to classiiy the various 
institutions for men, hut v/e venture to divide than into four 
groups.
1* Theological colleges whose students have 
all had two years or more collage work before entrance* There
are five institutions in this group.
2. Theological institutions which admit
hoth college students and middle students or the later only.
In this group there are five schools.
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3. Institutions combining a theological 
school and a Bible school. Ten institutions mscsr he ranked in 
this group.
4. BiKte schools of yaf^ieus grades iiJilch 
train men who, for the most part’ haye had little previous 
education. There are about seventy schools in this group*
The schools for training women may be 
divided into three classes. There are about twenty-five of 
these schools, but the Information at hand is so limited that 
it is impossible to give any accurate data regarding the 
number in each class*
1. Bible schools which admit the graduates 
of middle schools only. There is one school in this class*
2. Bible schools which admit women of 
limited' education and train them for evangelistic and other
work. ^^
3. Schools giving a limited amount of
education to mature women with little educational back-ground* 
These schooXs are usually classified with Bible schools but 
should not be so grouped as their purpose Is different*
A. surprising araount of inferdenomlnatlonal 
and international cooperation has been secured in the field 
of theological education. Of the thirteen theological schools 
all expect three are the result of interdenominational 
cooperation. It is a great tribute to the statesmanship of 
the missionary that he has seen the possibility of thia.-rrv 
movement.
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2. Present Problem Stated.
There is a chanj^ing in the Chinese church 
and the changing is going on more rapidly than many of those 
who are closest to the problem realize. Whereas until recently 
the gospel has appealed mainly to the less intelligent 
classes the door is now open to the more educated people. But 
by reason of the caliber of its ministry, the Chinese church 
is disqualified to meet the situation. It Is not difficult 
to'lead educated people to the doors of the church as 
interested hearers, and there are few churches which can hold 
them. The desperateness of the situation is reflected in the 
fact that there are v/hole miseons which have not as yet a 
single college eciucated minister.
The wastefulness of this policy is evident 
in many directions. The missions are spending large sums of 
money on Institutions of higher education for the purpose of 
evangellzin^r and training leaders. I%ny of them are highly 
successful and hundreds of converts are won every year. But 
what becomes of them? They find themselves confronted with the 
necessity of attending churches whose preachers are not 
qualified to minister to intelligent people. Bvery year there 
return from abroad scores of well-trained young people, the 
product in a largo part of mission schools, but most of them 
are lost to the church in China because there are no pastors 
trained to meet their need.
1. Christianity can never win any nation 
until it wins the intellectual classes. This more true of China
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than of almost any other nation. It is high time to make an 
appeal to these classes. The demand is accentuated by the 
intellectual awakening which is spreading all over China, 
mainfosted in the Hew Thought lylovoment and other similar 
movements which are gripping the minds of the educated people. 
The missions are doing a splendid work through thair many 
schools^ hut little through churches in winning the supnort of 
this increasing intellectual class. The church is Christianity's 
weakest asset in China. And this is due in large to the failure 
of the missions to train an educated ministry.
2. The churches will gladly accept bettor 
men if they are made available • ffe are not unaware of the 
contrary opinion, but it is a universial principle in China as 
anywhere else. It has been demonstrated beyond question in the 
province of Shantung, for example, where in a poor section of 
China, cursed with floods and famines, the churches are 
unwilling to put up with a low-grade ministry. Independent 
churches in all parts of China, uninfluenced by the missionaries 
almost invariably call bettor men if they are avalablo and at 
higher salaries than the missionaries have thought possible.
Give the churches a chance at bettor leadership and they will 
certainly respond to it quickly.
The difficulty of securing a higher grade 
of men for the ministry of the church. This is one of the most 
perplexing problems which the miss tons have to face and its 
seriousness should not be overlooked, The difficulty seet!® to 
be due to several causes*.
9e
1# In large measure to the standard which 
has long obtained, The missions have too frequently been content 
with a low grade of men. The idea has become longed ini the minds 
of young men that the ministry is a profession for this type, 
and strong young men in the colleges have come to look upon It 
almost with contempt. It is going to be eyceedingly difficult 
to overcome this handicap,
2, To the fact that the ordinary conception 
of the task of the Christian minister is not one which naturally 
appeals to the Chinese,
3, To the traditional grade of instruction 
in theology, which in most institutions has necessarily been 
below that of the college. There is only corrective for this 
situation. Schools of the lower grade must be divorced from 
schools of the higher,
4, In large measure, the largest perhaps, 
to the meager compensation of the minister. This is a problem 
of the Christian world, not alone of China, but particularly 
acute here. The compensation of the average minister has not 
risen much above the standard wages of the coolie, where It 
begin. There seems to be a tendency to resent the desire of the 
Chinese for more adequate compensation and to regard them as 
mercenary,
3, The Solution of the Problem,
The problem of the ministry can never be 
solved until the questions of recognition and compensation are 
adjusted, ^e appreciate the fact that the independent churches 
themselves determine the salaries of their pastors, yet It can
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not be questioned that they are still susceptible to the 
influence of the missionary. iVe recommend that the Christian 
forces inauprurate a definite policy whereby they shall assure 
to their prospective graduates in fheology positions of 
influence and independence wherein they shall have a standing 
equal to that of missionaries of equal training; insure them 
full opnortunity to exercise Initiative in the development of 
their churches and shall receive adequate compensation enabling 
them to live In their sphere of life on the same standard as 
missionaries live in theirs. We would not inculcate the idea 
that the ministry is an occupation in which a man receives a 
compensation equal to that which he would receive In other 
callings. We would remind them that the Llastor whom they serve 
"for their safees became poor”. But ” the laborer is v/orthy of 
his hire” and the Christian churches in China must learn that 
their ministers deserve a compensation which will give them a 
cpmfprtable living; enable them to devote their whole attention to 
their work, and live without the pall of poverty hanging over 
their heads.
One of the churches at work in China has 
set a standard of compensation for its pastors which is 
distinctly higher than that of all others. It is not denied that 
this is the church with has been able to build up the largest 
group of well-traiHed ministers.
We recommend that all standards theological 
schools and department set as their minmum requirement for 
admission the completion of a full .junior colle»; that they 
arrange a course of theological study of variable length, in
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ffaneral not less than thra(? years. The course should he so 
constructed that a man may finish a certain definite amount of 
■preparation at the end of each year. On the successful 
completion of the second year's worlc he should he entitled to 
the degree of A. B., and at the end of the fourth year's work 
to the degree B. D. Preparation for the ministry should he the 
determining factor in the selection of the subjects for this 
course, hut it should include much work of general culture value.
We recommend that the theological schools 
he dissociated from all departments open to students -who have 
not completed the junior college course and that the preparation 
of these men he left to institutions located elsewhere. Course 
of markedly different degrees ought to he given on the same 
campus. In case the institution feels an obligation which it 
can not escape to train also the men of lov;er grads, these 
students should reside and receive their instruction in a 
different compound.
We recomnend th't t^’o theological school 
shall, wherever possible;, ho a part of a univorsity, boing 
located on the sam^j campus with other departments, and that the 
stuaents have a real share in thj univorsity life. The 
association of the students in other department with the students 
in theology, whose personality and grade of work they rauet 
respect, will hhve a decided influence in leading college men 
to consider the ministry favorably. This policy will also decrease 
the cost of a proper theological education by making available 
to the student in theology the courses in ether departments of 
tho colleg which are essential to his nroper training.
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We recommend that the Instruction in the 
theological schools he partly in English and partly in Chinese; 
assuring students sufficient mastery of iinglish to enable them 
to read English hooks fluently, and sufficinet mastery of 
Chinese to make them proficient in the use of the hast troe 
of their ovm language.
4. The C'-ourso of Study.
Tnore is need in China of a careful study 
of the theological curriculum. Such a study has apparently never 
been made. We have simply transplanted into the Orlant the 
tradition system of the Occident, none too good for the West; 
certainly not ideal for the -i^ast. A thorough first-hand study 
ought to he made for the exact type of education which the 
studenth in China needs. There are certain facts will need to 
ho taken into account.
1. The ministry of China mast he largely 
a rural ministry. The people live mainly in small villages; 
the churches must he established there and most #f the men must 
he prepared to minister in villages, not in cities. This fact 
in itself will have an important hearing on the character of 
the curriculum.
£. The task of miieter in China will he 
largely one of religious education. Ho will have to begin at the 
bottom in the training of people in a system of idees and ideals 
that are entirely foreign to them. They have no foundation upon 
which he may build. Ho must create It, At present he is largely 
a proclaimer and exhortor, hut this conception of his task must 
give way to a much broader one. He must lead his people to an
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understanding and adoption of a systemof thought and of life 
that is foreign to them. A through training in the direction of 
religious education must therefore have important place in his
ov.’n theolof^ical education#
3. 5he task of the church in China is even
n«re largely a social task than in the countries of the West.
oan not «tll . ,ool.l ort.r 1.
n. otaioh -.t 1. tM
». t. I...* th. i» .11 ‘M”«.
.h.t .111 Io» »»..*«»«»” «»*
■hia community*
These and other principles ought to
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5. Education for Social and Relifrious iVorkers
and Leaders.
I7e have already called attention to the
importance of reliprious education as an important element for 
the ministry. We desire nov; only to emphasize the responsibility 
of the theological schools to train workers other than pastors 
In the distinct field of religious education. We should train 
the directors of religious education. It is at this point 
that we should have special organizations to train specific 
leaders. Much original and experimental work needs to he done 
in this institution. China needs a multitude of v/orkers of this
character to develop her future life.
There is another field of education which
the theological schools and school of social service ought 
immediately to enter. There is a demand for thoroughly trained 
social workers, both men and v/omen. This demand will certainly 
manifest itself with increasing acceleration in the near future ^ 
and is .one to v/hich the Christian school can not afford to be 
deaf. One of the most impressive phases of the new life In China 
is the interest which many of the people are manifesting in 
social service. The solution of the tremendous social problems 
in China must be found in the activity of religious factors and 
forces. Moreover^ a considerable portion of China's social 
workers must, for a long time at least, be the Christian leaders
99
i
and these raen must have a training that will qualify them for 
their work. It is a great challenge that the social conditions 






The most affective Ideal tha Christianity has 
to hold before the world in its new relations is tha ideal of a 
perfect society, conscious of its vital connection with all the
spiritual forces of tha universe---the kingdom of Cod on the
Garth. In and through this parfect society, the individual may 
hocome perfect, as his Heavenly Father is perfect, in whatever 
meaning Jesus gave that exhortation or promise. The function 
of religion is to present this ideal and furnish this inspiration.
There are three elenents that will enable the 
world to meet successfully the changinr needs of this new ora of 
human relationship; first, the personality of Jesus expressed in 
a social Christianity; and second, the developing altruistic 
or social instinct expressed in a social education; third, the 
introduction of the individual into a proper relationship v/ith 
Cod. The development of a religious consciousness as well as the 
moral and social.
The function, criteria, and characteristics of 
dominant educational ideals, have discussed and they constitute 
the underlying principles of education. They were considered 
in their general bearing" and in their special relation to China.
The comprehensive, if not through, study of the 
various needs of Chinese life, and the attempt to discover how 
far Christian education is meeting those needs, is the basis 
for estimating the real values for which the v/orld is seeking 
as never before. The moral and religious needs constitute the 
climax# and we believe that we found the supreme and chief value
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in the personality of Jesus Christ and of those to whom h© gave 
the power and privilege to hGcome the sons of God. The value
becomes effective through social contacts of natural human life. j
fThese studies of Christian education and its t
problems in China are a part of tho great and eternal nroblem 
of human society which is the perfect adjustment between 
individual and society, and between both of these human factors 
and the divine force which lies behind and controls all phenomena. 
The nature and permanence of this adjustment depend on moral and 
religious sanctions. The human means of effecting this adjustment
9
is education. The divine means is the growth of the human instinct 
in their reaction, according to natural laws, to their material, 
social, and spiritual environment.
The function of education is to utilize the 
racial inheritance of instinctive and acquired characteristics 
so as to produce the most helpful and progressive variants in 
Individual and social phenomena. This is accomplished according 
to natural, definite, and increasingly well-known laws of 
individual and social development, and not violation, defiance, 
or supervention of these laws. Education is coming to be* the 
chief means of social control, not as a force from without, but 
as self-control within.
vThat will the Chinese contribute to the attainment 
of this goal of racial progress? There are two psychological 
factors that, seem to be present in Chinese racial development 
which are fraught with great possibilities for the future of 
human society. These can not be assumed with dogmatic assurance
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but they are worth raclconing with in a long, forward look for 
Christian aducation.
5’irst, tho prosent emphasis on prolonging the 
period of childhood and youth, and allowing growth during thaso 
periods to take as nearly a natural courso as possible for tho 
sake of the/highest dovolopment of the individual, suggests a 
principle that may be expected to work in races and nations.
China has bQ.;n slow in her development, has lived close to the 
natural, instinctive life. She may prove to have developed 
po./ors that will evontally enable her to surpass the more 
precocious, but perhaps over-developed lYost, as is often tho ease 
in Individuals. This may appear in different phases of future 
national development. The Chinese openly decline to accept 
V/estern theology and denominational distinctions, express their 
preference for the social interpretation of Christianity, and 
are conscious that they have a national contribution to make 
to the common cause of humanity.
fhe second factor that is of particular ooncorn 
to Christian education appears in the process of socializing the 
individual, fhat this process has boon car,'’ied to a (degree in 
the hast which has almost submerged tho individual cannot be 
questioned, fhis need not bo regarded as a loss. On the contrary, 
form the standpoint of ordinary human nature, it will be easier 
to develop tho socialized individiial to his highest degree of 
development and fitness for the Kingdom of Cod, than it will 
be curb the highly individualized personality and bring it 
to subordinate self-interest to the welfare of tho community.
Concrete eases of the latter adjustment are familiar to tho 
most casual obsarvar of human nature.
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Tha time has corao when intGlligenco, foresight, 
and social instincts, are ready to ho used in cooperation with 
God, through education, for tho more rapid progress toward the 
divine goal of the human race, fhe goal must still he achieved 
by slow, natural growth, perhaps for centuries, but it will 
be a great gain for humanity to realize, as Jesus did, the 
possibility of being fellow-workers with God. The attainment 
of tho goal depends, not on acqurlng knowledge, primarily, hut 
on building up right mental attitude. Muoation is the Process 
of building up, throuf?h selected OTpcricncQ, those mental 
attitudes which have this survival value.
Important as is the function of education, the 
function of religion is equally important. Religion supplies 
that factor in mental attitude by v/hich tho race orients itself 
to the spiritual forces of tho universe. Religion has been the 
chief means of social control, but seems to bo giving place 
to education in tho present trend of social development.
Religion and education are coming to realize 
the fact that progress comes by the fullest development of 
the individual in harmony with his entire environment, and 
that the attempt to standardize tho spiritual and mental 
processes and results is senseless, cruel and fatal as was 
the practice of Procrustes. In this conception of religion and 
education, lies the adjustment between the individual and
society that will enable both to reach the goal of porfootion 
which Jesus attained, revealed and sot forth as a challenge to
all mankind.
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T?ho human race is only just rising rough 
molded by the Divine 3-pirit from the dust of the earth. The 
physical form may or may not as yet he perfected. The spiritual 
creation v.ill not be complete until the race reaches the divine 
perfection rcvoaled in and by the Son of God. Proper education 
should seek the encouragg and develop only the proper and
healthy Instincts---suprassing the improper instincts thus
in true causing then to be inactive and die out. education also 
should lead the individual away from environment rather than 
adjustment to.
Jesus, as ho sat by the sea, told his disciples 
that it was given to thorn to know the mysteries of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, but that tha mass of the people did not understand. 
He said also,"IvIany prophets and righteous men have desired to 
see these things which ye see and have not seen them". The two 
parables that followed indicate that he thought of the 
Kingdom as growth under natural conditions. This century seems 
much nearer realising the object of prophotie longing, the 
mysteries of the Kingdom, than wore the disciples. It may not 
sec the full attainment of the perfect divine-human society, 
but that goal is so plainly in view now that it is evident to 
Increasing thousands in a world where, hitherto, it has been 
discerned by but few and soon with cloarneos by but one, Jesus 
of Hazareth. In the clearness of His discernment and in TTis 
personality, life, and ^oath, is the redemption of human 
society and the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth.
COl'IPRiiHiSHSIYE SmUvIARY
CHAPTER I
THE PRE3SHT STATUS OF EDUCATION IN CHINA.
In this chapter is given the historical 
point viev/ of the present status of education in China. It 
gives a conparison of government education and Christian 
education both in past years and at the present moment. It 
shows how education carried on by the government and Christian 
forces differ in character, aim, standards, and policy.
CHAPTER II.
THE AIM, SCOPE, AND ORCANIEATION OF CHRISTIAN i:iDUCATION IN CHINA.
In this chapter gives the aim, scope, and 
organization of Christian education in China.
AIM. Pour new aims of the Chinese Christian 
education are: 1. Ue must aim for the natural development of 
the Chinese along their own lines, 2, ^7e must aim for adeauate 
and effective expression of those natural powers in social 
relations. 3. Tho practical interpretation of our education 
aim do not preclude the cultural elemont. 4. The aim of tho 
Chines® Christian education is the development of the Chinese 
Christian character#
The Christian democracy toward which we 
are moving must have 1. a culture free from social distinctions 
of a divisive nature; S. a culture that realize itself in 
conscious helpfulness to others; 3. a culture that ends the 
airtagonisra between the idea of self-saerifices and tho idea 
of spiritual self-perfection and makes social efficiency and 
personal culture synonymous.
SCOPE, Economy and the Christian spirit of 
cooperation require that the Christian forces shall wherever
possfble to cooporate with the government. The question whether 
cooperation botv/eon Christian schools and government may take 
tho form of a government grant toward the support of a Christian 
school is one on which there is wide difference of opinion among 
Christian educators.
The time may eorae whan a plan of much 
closer cooperation than is now possible may be worked out under 
which the government will perhaps conduct the elomntary schools 
and the Christian forces will supplement its work by adeouate 
religious and moral training.
In conclusion, general education, vocational 
education, and Ghrisbian culture arc necessary for Christian 
education in China.
GI^CALI.jA-'lOi'.• The breadth ?,nd the character of 
the task of the Oliinaae Christian education call for the 
cooperation of all the Christian forces of all nationalities 
and denominations. The plans for tlie future development of 
the Chinese Christian education work should bo cooperated with 
all the Protestant foreign MisL^ion 'RoardE, the Chinese Churches, 
and the Young Lien's and Young ;Voman's Assoeiations.
The organization of the interdenominational 
boards is not a rope of aand but an effective cooperative 
organization. For the lower education, elementary and secondary, 
the territorial unit of cooperation should be the province or a 
small group of provinces. For the .coordination of ths highor 
educational w^ork there should be six higher educational areas, 
ilorth China, hast China, Central China, South China, and Fukien.
To insure cooperation between all the areas, and to organize the
■.vhol3 body of schools and educational agencies into on© 
cooperative group which we call "Thw National Christian Education 
"Board
The challenge of the situation in China 
to-day is a clarion call to all who believe that the people 
of the West and the people of the East should work together 
for the conrnon good of all.
GFAPTER III.
TYPES AND GRADES OP CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN CHINA.
In this chantor is the very heart of this 
thesis. The actual needs ar® shovm hero. The needs are 
classified under four heads, namely, elementary aduoation, 
secondary education, collegiato sdueation.and Bible and Theological 
education.
ET.EIENTAKY EDUCATION, The fundamental aim of the 
Chritian elementary school is the development in the pupils of 
Christian character. Por the full realization of this aim the 
school must be educationally efficient and successful in 
embodying and imparting the Christian spirit. No schools should 
bo maintained which does not justify its existence in both 
regards.
The Christian olomontary school exists 
primarily for the good of the Christian community. The 
distribution of schools and the methods of their operation 
should be doterminod by its needs.
It is natural and right that the public 
authorities should look upon the Christian elementary schools
fi.8 in reality, if not in name, a part of tha nation-wide system 
of education.
In adrainstration and in the content of 
their instruction, tha Christian elomsntary schools should he 
intimately related to the life of the community in which 
they are established, Ssnecially in tha farm villa^re, the school 
should servo definitely as a centre for the whole coTamunity.
Greater emphasis should he put upon the 
parmount part in the realization of the aims of the Christian 
elementary school that is played by tho teacher; and much more 
adequate provision should be training of teachers.
Christian elementary school should have a 
complete curriculum to dovelon punils* mentnl,physical, social, 
and moral ability.Tho curriculum of elementary school is driven 
on page 55-56.
SBCOI'-TPARY EDUCA^niOK. Thera should be an 
immediate and strong development of the middle school as the 
center of the educational system. More emphasis should be given 
to home-life training and normal training in girl^s school.
Cooperative organization for the 
standardization and improvement of middle schools, and their 
relation to each other is urgently. A well organized teacher 
training system v/ill also bo essential to a future program 
of Christian education in China.
The curriculum should be constructed on 
modern lines and Christian ideas, (see page 71-72.)
COTjTjEGTATE iilDUCATIOIU The Christian college 
quite naturally modelled its curriculum and activities upon 
the traditional type. Chinese educatorJought to rejoice in 
the evidence thus furnished of China*s ability and intention 
to develop a system of government and private education in
line with the finest modern tendencies.
Sis: higher educational areas: North China,
East China, Central China, South China, -est China, and Fukien.
Each area to be treated as unit in which there is either a 
single institution, or coordination secured through an advisory 
council looking toward ultimate incorporation into a single 
institution.
A Christian college to consist of four 
years following six years of elementary and six years of 
secondary study, with a special preparatoty year for students 
unable to enter college. The First two years f .iunior college) 
to consist as a rule of general and preparatory studies; the last 
two years (senior college) to be as a rule professional. The 
professional courses may, however, continue only one year or 
more than two, as different subjects require, but the A. 
degree should be conferred on satisfactory completion of four 
years In any course. The course of study is given on page 84-85.
BTBTiE AND THEOLOGICAL EDT70ATT0N. There are two 
types of school to train man and women to be preachers or pastors. 
One is the Bible school, and the other is the theological school.
Standard theological schools and departments 
should require the completion of a junior college course for 
admission. The course should he three or five years. Theological
schools should he dissociated from all work of lower grade and 
should he closely realted to universities. Instruction should
b0 in English and Chinese,
The whole question of the otarrlouluiB should
he carefully constructed in the light of the needs of China,
All educational facilities should he open
to women and man alike on the same, and Bihle schools for
women should he strengthened*
Religious education and education for social
workers should he developed.
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